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Jefferson was one of our “Founding Fathers.”

Thcmas He wrote the Declaration of Independence
deffe rsan and helped create the i

United States of America. o ".“.‘.
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Jefferson

was the
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He also wrote a Virginia law e ey
promising religious freedom... e T
and founded the University — : _';:n
of Virginia. Wty o=
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Gadgets and Gizmos

Thomas Jefferson was a scientist. He owned
the latest gadgets of his time. Here are some

see at Monticello. Jefferson's

pocket
compass

Jefferson used lots of
scientific devices. This
one - called an “orrery” - is
a model of the solar system.
He loved books and
could read in seven
languages - English,
French, Spanish, Italian,
Latin, Greek, and Old

Jefferson wrote thousands of letters.
This machine - called a “polygraph” -

made a copy, as he_wﬂo’re. !‘
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F 'l F The Parlor was the “living room” at
aml y “n Monticello. Jefferson, his family, and
guests gathered there to read and

and Games play music and games.

Jefferson
played the violin.

Many Of his 12 This “camera obscura”
; grandchildren was used to make

played musical silhouettes.
instruments,

including the
English guitar,
harpsichord, and
pianoforte.

At night,
Monticello
was lit by
candles and e

lamps that \
burned

Young ladies
learned to paint
and draw. Here
is Cornelias £
watercolor
of an owl.
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o t - d Thomas JeFFerson de5|gned Mon’rlcell,o -
“ s' e the Virginia State Capitol, and - the © A
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“neoclassical” PEDIMENT ' :
bqlf:ause it is

‘a new version
of the classical coLumn
styles-of- ancient
Greece and ¥
Rome (“neo”
~ means new). T
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Monticello. :
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The house has . :
* rooms on four floors. P -
: P
Jeffersons gmnd—nd A ._-.;:‘ .
daughters Anne @ . h__-_. "_. E
lle?\ loved helping in %:
the flower garden. =
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Fish caught in local rivers were kept allve in the
pond until they were needed for meals.
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The all-
nder the riouse

passageway
The work rooms under the house are called connects the

. — . . dependencies.
= ‘dependencies” because Jefferson and his family
B depended upon what was done in these rooms,
espeq:ually the Kitchen. =
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Edith Fossett

and her family
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Enslaved cooks Edith Fossett and Fanny Hern were highly trai
chefs. Monticello’s Kitchen had the most modern equipment o



Mulberry Row was the main

“street” of the Mohticello —

plantation. Many slaves lived
. and worked here. |

Mulberry §

Enslaved girls ages 10 to 16
used a spinning jenny to spin
wool into thread.

O
Some sldves who
lived on Mulberry

' Row raised chickens.
L |

e
I
-.'l
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o~ _and other

? ~ slaves made

= furniture for
_ Monticello.

10 to 16 made nails™
in the nailery.

Slaves workeq from
Sunrise to sunset.
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Monticello was a large plantation of

Gardens 5,000 acres. Jefferson experimented

with plants fo see what grew and

and Fields tasted the best. Enslaved workers did

the planting, weeding, and harvesting.

“Tobacco was grown as @ cash crop-at Monticello. .. 7
- It was hard on the soil so Jefferson lgteriﬂ =

ey

A s . Switched ’ro Whéat_ﬁa?rmqg P
i pr T

" Wool from Monticellos sheep W0 ; .

woven info" o’rh on the plan’ra’rlon g e

2 o
% o Elhea

.....

|D YOII KNO S A —— — o

: r.
L e
Bl ot ‘I:' ; -ﬂa’-_.-jl-:\

The Vegetable Garden LR
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DID YOU KNOW THAT P
THOMAS JEFFERSON: I hope you enjoyé’a
>k Had no middle name? your visit.
>k Had pet mockingbirds?

K Liked to hum or sing when he rode a horse or worked in his Cabinet?

>I< Is considered to be the father of American archaeology because
he excavated an Indian burial ground near Monticello?

K Established the U.S. Military Academy at West Point, New York? \\,__\_
K Established the decimal currency system in the United States?

K Owned Natural Bridge in Virginia? (He thought it was one of the natural
wonders of the world.)

K Received a mammoth cheese (weighing 1,235 pounds) from the people of
Cheshire, Massachusetts, while he was president?

For more information, please visit the Web site monticello.org
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Illustrations by Barbara Leonard Gibson. Publication design by Josef Beery.
Declaration of Independence rough draft, courtesy of the Library of Congress.

Monticello is owned and operated by the Thomas Jefferson Foundation, Inc.,
a private, nonprofit corporation founded in 1923.

This publication was made possible by a gift from Robert H. and Clarice Smith.



