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Only a few facts are known about Thomas Jefferson’s wife. There are no
letters written by her. There are no pictures of her.

Martha Wayles was born October 19, 1748 in Charles City County,
Virginia. She married Thomas Jefferson in 1772 on New Year’'s Day. She

was twenty-three years old. Martha shared with Jefferson a love of music
and record-keeping.
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keeping records Jefferson’s

infants. In 1782, her daughter Lucy was born. Four months later, Martha , )
wife kept in the unused
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whooping cough. Only two daughters, Martha and Mary, lived to become
adults.

Thomas Jefferson loved his home and his wife. He believed that his
"heart would be happier enjoying the affections of a family fireside." He

was overcome with sadness by his wife’s death.




