
Codicil to Will

I give a gold watch to each of my grand children who shall not have already received one from me, to be

purchased and delivered by my executor, to my grandsons at the age of 21. and grand-daughters at that

of sixteen.

I give to my good, affectionate, and faithful servant Burwell his freedom, and the sum of three hundred

Dollars to buy necessaries to commence his trade of painter and glazier, or to use otherwise as he

pleases. I give also to my good servants John Hemings and Joe Fosset their freedom at the end of one

year after my death: and to each of them respectively all the tools of their respective shops or callings:

and it is my will that a comfortable log house be built for each of the three servants so emancipated on

some part of my lands convenient to them with respect to the residence of their wives, and to

Charlottesville and the University, where they will be mostly employed, and reasonably convenient also

to the interest of the proprietor of the lands; of which houses I give the use of one, with a curtilage of an

acre to each, during his life or personal occupation thereof.

I give also to John Hemings the services of his two apprentices, Madison and Eston Hemings, until their

respective ages of twenty one years, at which period respectively, I give them their freedom. and I

humbly and earnestly request of the legislature of Virginia a confirmation of the bequest of freedom to

these servants, with permission to remain in this state where their families and connections are, as an

additional instance of the favor, of which I have recieved so many other manifestations, in the course of

my life, and for which I now give them my last, solemn, and dutiful thanks.

In testimony that this is a Codicil to my will of yesterday’s date, and that it is to modify so far the

provisions of that will, I have written it all with my own hand, in two pages, to each of which I subscribe

my name this 17th day of March one thousand eight hundred and twenty six. Th: Jefferson


