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A substance supposed to be Pumice, found floating on the Missisipi, has induced a conjecture, that there
is a volcano on some of its waters; and as these are mostly known to their sources, except the Missouri,
our expectations of verifying the conjecture would of course be led to the mountains which divide the
waters of the Mexican Gulf from those of the South Sea; but no volcano having ever yet been known at
such a distance from the sea, we must rather suppose that this floating substance has been erroneously
deemed Pumice*

Its Cascades and Caverns?t

Falling
Spring

The only remarkable Cascade in thistt country, is that of the Falling Spring in Augusta. It is a water of
James river, where it is called Jackson'’s river, rising in the warm spring mountains about twenty miles
South West of the warm spring, and flowing into that valley. About three quarters of a mile from its
source, it falls over a rock 200 feet into the valley below. The sheet of water is broken in its breadth by
the rock in two or three places, but not at all in its height. Between the sheet

*2. Epoques, 91, 112.



Tt See Map No. 1, App. iv.

TtBouguer mentions a cascade of two or three hundred toises height of the Bogota, a considerable river
passing by Santa Fé. The cataract is vertical, and is about 15 or 16 leagues below Santa Fé. —Bouguer,
xci. Buffon mentions one of 300 feet at Terni, in Italy. 1. Epoques, 470.[Page 21]

and rock at the bottom you may walk across dry. This cataract will bear no comparison with that of
Niagara, as to the quantity of water composing it; the sheet being only 12 or 15 feet wide above, and
somewhat more spread below; but it is half as high again, the latter being only 156 feet, according to the
mensuration made by the order of M. Vaudreuil, Governor of Canada, and 130 according to a more
recent account.

In the Lime Stone country there are many caverns of very considerable extent. The most noted is called
Madison’s Cave,* and is on the North side of the Blue Ridge, near the intersection of the Rockingham
and Augusta line with the South fork of the Southern river of Shenandoah. It is in a hill of about 200 feet
perpendicular height, the ascent of which on one side is so steep, that you may pitch a biscuit from its
summit into the river which washes its base. The entrance of the cave is in this side about two-thirds of
the way up. It extends into the earth about 300 feet, branching into subordinate caverns, sometimes
ascending a little, but more generally descending, and at length terminates in two different places at
basons of water of unknown extent, and which | should judge to be nearly on a level with the water of the
river; however, | do not think they are formed by refluent water from that, because they are never turbid;
because they do not rise and fall in correspondence with that in times of flood, or of drought, and
because the water is always cool. It is probably one of the many reservoirs with which the interior parts
of the earth are supposed to abound, and which yield supplies to the fountains of water, distinguished
from others only by its being accessible. The vault of this cave is of solid lime stone, from 20 to 40 or 50
feet high, through which water is continually percolating. This, trickling down the sides of the cave, has
incrusted them over in the form of elegant drapery; and dripping from the top of the vault generates on
that, and on the base below, stalactites of a conical form, some of which have met and formed massive
columns.

*See Map No. 2, App. iv.[Page 22]

Another of these caves is near the North Mountain, in the county of Frederick, on the lands of Mr. Zane.
The entrance into this is one the top of an extensive ridge. You descend 30 or 40 feet, as into a well,
from whence the cave then extends, nearly horizontally, 400 feet into the earth, preserving a breadth of
from 20 to 50 feet, and a height of from 5 to 12 feet. After entering this cave a few feet, the mercury,
which in the open air was at 50?, rose to 57? of Fahrenheit's thermometer, answering to 117 of
Reaumur’s, and it continued at that to the remotest parts of the cave. The uniform temperature of the
cellars of the observatory of Paris, which are 90 feet deep, and of all subterranean cavities of any depth,
where no chymical agents may be supposed to produce a factitious heat, has been found to be 107 of
Reaumur, equal to 54 and 1/27? of Fahrenheit. The temperature of the cave above mentioned so nearly
corresponds with this, that the difference may be ascribed to a difference of instruments.



At the Panther Gap, in the ridge which divides the waters of the Cow and the Calf Pasture, is what is
called the Blowing Cave. Itis in the side of a hill, is of about 100 feet diameter, and emits constantly a
current of air of such force, as to keep the weeds prostrate to the distance of 20 yards before it. This
current is strongest in dry frosty weather, and in long spells of rain weakest. Regular inspirations and
expirations of air, by caverns and fissures, have been probably enough accounted for, by supposing
them combined with intermitting fountains; as they must of course inhale air while their reservoirs are
emptying themselves, and again emit it while they are filling. But a constant issue of air, only varying in
its force as the weather is dryer or damper, will require a new hypothesis.* There is another Blowing
Cave in the Cumberland Mountain, about a mile from where it crosses the Carolina line. All we know of
this is, that it is not constant, and that a fountain of water issues from it.

The Natural Bridge, the most sublime of Nature’s works, though not comprehended under the present
head, must not be

*See Musschenbroek, §2,604.[Page 23]

pretermitted. It is on the ascent of a hill, which seems to have been cloven through its length by some
great convulsion. The fissure just at the bridge is, by some admeasurements, 270 feet deep, and by
others only 205. It is about 45 feet wide at the bottom, and 90 feet at the top; this of course determines
the length of the bridge, and its height from the water. Its breadth in the middle is about 60 feet, but more
at the ends, and the thickness of the mass at the summit of the arch about 40 feet. A part of this
thickness is constituted by a coat of earth, which gives growth to many large trees. The residue, with the
hill on both sides, is one solid rock of lime stone. The arch approaches the semi-elliptical form; but the
larger axis of the ellipsis, which would be the cord of the arch, is many times longer than the semi-axis
which gives its height. Though the sides of this bridge are provided in some parts with a parapet of fixed
rocks, yet few men have resolution to walk to them and look over into the abyss. You involuntarily fall on
your hands and feet, creep to the parapet and peep over it. Looking down from this height about a
minute gave me a violent headache. This painful sensation is relieved by a short but pleasing view of the
Blue Ridge along the fissure downwards, and upwards by that of the short hills, which, with the
Purgatory Mountain, is a divergence from the North Ridge; and descending then to the valley below, the
sensation becomes delightful in the extreme. It is impossible for the emotions arising from the sublime to
be felt beyond what they are here: so beautiful an arch, so elevated, so light, and springing as it were up
to heaven, the rapture of the spectator is really indescribable. The fissure continues deep and narrow,
and following the margin of the stream upwards, about three-eighths of a mile, you arrive at a lime stone
cavern, less remarkable however for height and extent than those before described. Its entrance into the
hill is but a few feet above the bed of the stream. This bridge is in the county of Rockbridge, to which it
has given name, and affords a public and commodious passage over a valley, which cannot be crossed
elsewhere for a considerable distance. The stream passing under it is called Cedar Creek. [Page 24]

It is a water of James River, and sufficient in the dryest seasons to turn a grist mill, though its fountain is
not more than two miles above.*



[Note.—This description was written after a lapse of several years from the time of my visit to the bridge,
and under an error of recollection which requires apology, for it is from the bridge itself that the
mountains are visible both ways, and not from the bottom of the fissure, as my impression then was. The
statement therefore in the former editions needs the corrections here given to it. August 16, 1817.]

*Don Ullos mentions a break similar to this in the province of Angaraes, in South America. It is from 16 to
22 feet wide, 111 feet deep, and of 1.3 miles continuance, English measures. Its breadth at top is not
sensibly greater than at bottom. But the following fact is remarkable, and will furnish some light for
conjecturing the probably origin of our Natural Bridge. “Esta caxa, 6 cauce esta cortada en péna viva con
tanta precision, que las desigualdades del un lado entrantes, corresponden a las del otro lado salientes,
como si aquella altura se hubiese abierto expresamente, con sus bueltas y tortuosidades, para darle
transito & los aguas por entre los dos murallones que la forman; siendo tal su igualdad, que si llegasen a
juntarse se endentarian uno con otro sin dexar hueco.” Not. Amer. Il. 8 10. Don Ullos inclines to the
opinion, that this channel has been effected by the wearing of the water which runs through it, rather
than that the mountain should have been broken open by any convulsion of Nature. But if it had been
worn by the running of water, would not the rocks which form the sides have been worn plane? or if,
meeting in some parts with veins of harder stone, the water had left prominences on the one side, would
not the same cause have sometimes, or perhaps generally, occasioned prominences on the other side
also? Yet Don Ullos tells us that on the other side there are always corresponding cavities, and that
these tally with the prominences so perfectly, that were the two sides to come together, they would fit in
all their indentures without leaving any void. | think that this does not resemble the effect of running
water, but looks rather as if the two sides had parted asunder. The sides of the break, over which is the
Natural Bridge of Virginia, consisting of a veiny rock which yields to Time, the correspondence between
the salient and re-entering inequalities, if it existed at all, has now disappeared. This break has the
advantage of the one described by Don Ullos in its finest circumstance; no portion in that instance having
held together, during the separation of the other parts, so as to form a bridge over the abyss.

Another is mentioned by Clavigero: “Il ponte di dio. Cosi chiamano un vasto volume di terra traversato
sul profondo fiume Atoyaque presso al villaggio Moleaxac, cento miglia in circa da Messico verse
Scirocco, sopra il quale passano comodamente icarri e le carrozze. Si puo eredere, che sia stato un
frammento della vicina montagna, da qualche antico tremuoto strappato.” Storia del Messico, L. 1., §3.
[Page 62]

nish suppose 126; that is, the 26 common to Europe and America, and about 100 which are not in
America at all. The American species then are to those of the rest of the earth, as 100 to 126, or 4 to 5.
But the residue of the earth being double the extent of America, the exact proportion would have been
but as 4 to 8.

Hitherto | have considered this hypothesis as applied to brute animals only, and not in its extension to
the man of America, whether aboriginal or transplanted. It is the opinion of Mons. de Buffon that the
former furnishes no exception to it. "Quoique le sauvage du nouveau monde soit a-peu-pres de meme
stature que 'homme de notre monde, cela ne suffit pas pour qu’il puisse faire une exception au fait
general du rapetissement de la nature vivante dans tout ce continent: le sauvage est foible & petit par
les organes de la generation; il n’a ni poil, ni barbe, & nulle ardeur pour sa femelle; quoique plus leger



que I'Europeen parce qu'il a plus d’habitude a courir, il est cependant beaucoup moins fort de corps; il
est aussi bien moins sensible, & cependant plus craintif & plus lache; il n’a nulle vivacite, nulle activite
dans I'ame; celle du corps est moins un exercice, un mouvement volontaire qu’une necessite d’action
causee par le besoin; otez lui la faim & la soif, vous detruirez en meme temps le principe actif de tous
ses mouvemens; il demeurera stupidement en repos sur ses jambes ou couche pendant des jours
entiers. Il ne faut pas aller chercher plus loin la cause de la vie dispersee des sauvages & de leur
eloignement pour la societe: la plus precieuse etincelle du feu de la nature leur a ete refusee; ils
manquent d’ardeur pour leur femelle, & par consequent d’amour pour leur semblables: ne connoissant
pas I'attachement le plus vif, le plus tendre de tous, leurs autres sentimens de ce genre sont froids &
languissans; ils aiment foiblement leurs peres & leurs enfans; la societe la plus intime de toutes, celle de
la meme famille, n’a donc chez eux que de foibles liens; la societe d’'une famille a I'autre n’en a point du
tout: des lors nulle reunion, nulle republique, nulle etat social. La physique de I'amour fait chez

1. Epoques, 378. 1. Clavigero, 118. xviii. 146.[Page 63]

eux le moral des moeurs; leur coeur est glace, leur societe froide, & leur empire dur. lls ne regardent
leurs femmes que comme des servantes de peine ou des betes de somme gu’ils chargent, sans
menagement, du fardeau de leur chasse, & qu'ils forcent sans pitie, sans reconnoissance, a des
ouvrages qui souvent sont audessus de leurs forces: ils n'ont que peu d’enfans; ils en ont peu de soin;
tout se ressent de leur premier defaut; ils sont indifferents parce qu'ils sont peu puissans, & cette
indifference pour le sexe est la tache originelle qui fletrit la nature, qui 'empeche de s’epanouir, & qui
detruisant les germes de la vie, coupe en meme temps la racine de la societe. L’homme ne fait donc
point d’exception ici. La nature en lui refusant les puissances de I'amour I'a plus maltraite & plus
rapetisse qu’aucun des animaux.’ An afflicting picture indeed, which, for the honor of human nature, | am
glad to believe has no original. Of the Indian of South America | know nothing; for | would not honor with
the appellation of knowledge, what | derive from the fables published of them. These | believe to be just
as true as the fables of Aesop. This belief is founded on what | have seen of man, white, red, and black,
and what has been written of him by authors, enlightened themselves, and writing amidst an enlightened
people. The Indian of North America being more within our reach, | can speak of him somewhat from my
own knowledge, but more from the information of others better acquainted with him, and on whose truth
and judgment | can rely. From these sources | am able to say, in contradiction to this representation, that
he is neither more defective in ardor, nor more impotent with his female, than the white reduced to the
same diet and exercise: that he is brave, when an enterprize depends on bravery; education with him
making the point of honor consist in the destruction of an enemy by stratagem, and in the preservation of
his own person free from injury; or perhaps this is nature; while it is education which teaches us to (* 8)
honor force more than finesse: that he

Amer. Vesp. 13: “Fura di misura lussuriosi, &c.—108.



Amer. Vesp. 30, 31, 39, 75: “Di buono aforzo, e di grande animo.”-Ib. 78.
Sol Rodomonte sprezza di venire
Se non, dove la via meno e sicura.—Ariosto 14, 117.[Page 64]

will defend himself against an host of enemies, always chusing to be killed, rather than to (* 9) surrender,
though it be to the whites, who he knows will treat him well: that in other situations also he meets death
with more deliberation, and endures tortures with a firmness unknown almost to religious enthusiasm
with us: that he is affectionate to his children, careful of them, and indulgent in the extreme: that his
affections comprehend his other connections, weakening, as with us, from circle to circle, as they recede
from the center: that his friendships are strong and faithful to the uttermost (* 10) extremity: that

(* 9) In so judicious an author as Don Ulloa, and one to whom we are indebted for the most precise
information we have of South America, | did not expect to find such assertions as the following. "Los
Indios vencidos son los mas cobardes y pusilanimes que se peuden ver: — se hacen inocentes, se
humillan hasta el desprecio, disculpan su inconsiderado arrojo, y con las suplicas y los ruegos dan
seguras pruebas de su pusilanimidad. — o lo que resieren las historias de la Conquista, sobre sus
grandes acciones, es en un sentido figurado, o el caracter de estas gentes no es ahora segun era
entonces; pero lo que no tiene duda es, que las Naciones de la parte Septentrional subsisten en la
misma libertad que siempre han tenido, sin haber sido sojuzgados por algun Principe extrano, y que
viven segun su regimen y costumbres de toda la vida, sin que haya habido motivo para que muden de
caracter; y en estos se ve lo mismo, que sucede en los del Peru, y de toda la America Meridional,
reducidos, y que nunca lo han estado.’ Noticias Americanas. Entretenimiento XVIII. 1. Don Ulloa here
admits, that the authors who have described the Indians of South America, before they were enslaved,
had represented them as a brave people, and therefore seems to have suspected that the cowardice
which he had observed in those of the present race might be the effect of subjugation. But, supposing
the Indians of North America to be cowards also, he concludes the ancestors of those of South America
to have been so too, and therefore that those authors have given fictions for truths. He was probably not
acquainted himself with the Indians of North America, and had formed his opinion of them from hear-say.
Great numbers of French, of English, and of Americans, are perfectly acquainted with these people. Had
he had an opportunity of enquiring of any of these, they would have told him, that there never was an
instance known of an Indian begging his life when in the power of his enemies: on the contrary, that he
courts death by every possible insult and provocation. His reasoning then would have been reversed
thus. “Since the present Indian of North America is brave, and authors tell us, that the ancestors of those
of South America were brave also; it must follow, that the cowardice of their descendants is the effect of
subjugation and ill treatment.’ For he observes, ib. (symbol omitted). 27. that “los obrages los aniquilan
por la inhumanidad con que se les trata.’

(* 10) A remarkable instance of this appeared in the case of the late Col. Byrd, who was sent to the

Cherokee nation to transact some business with them. It happened that some of our disorderly people
had just killed one or two of that nation. It was therefore proposed in the council of the Cherokees that
Col. Byrd should be put to death, in revenge for the loss of their countrymen. Among them was a chief



called Silouee, who, on some former occasion, had contracted an acquaintance and friendship with Col.
Byrd. He came to him every night in his tent, and[Page 65]

his sensibility is keen, even the warriors weeping most bitterly on the loss of their children, though in
general they endeavour to appear superior to human events: that his vivacity and activity of mind is
equal to ours in the same situation; hence his eagerness for hunting, and for games of chance. The
women are submitted to unjust drudgery. This | believe is the case with every barbarous people. With
such, force is law. The stronger sex therefore imposes on the weaker. It is civilization alone which
replaces women in the enjoyment of their natural equality. That first teaches us to subdue the selfish
passions, and to respect those rights in others which we value in ourselves. Were we in equal barbarism,
our females would be equal drudges. The man with them is less strong than with us, but their woman
stronger than ours; and both for the same obvious reason; because our man and their woman is
habituated to labour, and formed by it. With both races the sex which is indulged with ease is least
athletic. An Indian man is small in the hand and wrist for the same reason for which a sailor is large and
strong in the arms and shoulders, and a porter in the legs and thighs. — They raise fewer children than
we do. The causes of this are to be found, not in a difference of nature, but of circumstance. The women
very frequently attending the men in their parties of war and of hunting, child-bearing becomes extremely
inconvenient to them. It is said, therefore, that they have learnt the practice of procuring abortion by the
use of some vegetable; and that it even extends to prevent conception for a considerable time after.
During these parties they are exposed to numerous hazards, to excessive exertions, to the greatest
extremities of

told him not to be afraid, they should not kill him. After many days deliberation, however, the
determination was, contrary to Silouee’s expectation, that Byrd should be put to death, and some
warriors were dispatched as executioners. Silouee attended them, and when they entered the tent, he
threw himself between them and Byrd, and said to the warriors, “this man is my friend: before you get at
him, you must kill me.” On which they returned, and the council respected the principle so much as to
recede from their determination.

“Vivono cento cinquanta anni.” — Amer. Vesp. 111.
Amer. Vesp. 13.[Page 66]

hunger. Even at their homes the nation depends for food, through a certain part of every year, on the
gleanings of the forest: that is, they experience a famine once in every year. With all animals, if the
female be badly fed, or not fed at all, her young perish: and if both male and female be reduced to like
want, generation becomes less active, less productive. To the obstacles then of want and hazard, which
nature has opposed to the multiplication of wild animals, for the purpose of restraining their numbers
within certain bounds, those of labour and of voluntary abortion are added with the Indian. No wonder
then if they multiply less than we do. Where food is regularly supplied, a single farm will shew more of
cattle, than a whole country of forests can of buffaloes. The same Indian women, when married to white



traders, who feed them and their children plentifully and regularly, who exempt them from excessive
drudgery, who keep them stationary and unexposed to accident, produce and raise as many children as
the white women. Instances are known, under these circumstances, of their rearing a dozen children. An
inhuman practice once prevailed in this country of making slaves of the Indians. It is a fact well known
with us, that the Indian women so enslaved produced and raised as numerous families as either the
whites or blacks among whom they lived. — It has been said, that Indians have less hair than the whites,
except on the head. But this is a fact of which fair proof can scarcely be had. With them it is disgraceful
to be hairy on the body. They say it likens them to hogs. They therefore pluck the hair as fast as it
appears. But the traders who marry their women, and prevail on them to discontinue this practice, say,
that nature is the same with them as with the whites. Nor, if the fact be true, is the consequence
necessary which has been drawn from it. Negroes have notoriously less hair than the whites; yet they
are more ardent. But if cold and moisture be the agents of nature for diminishing the

Amer. Vesp. 13. “Sono donne molto generative,” &c. Amer. Vesp. 9.[Page 67]

races of animals, how comes she all at once to suspend their operation as to the physical man of the
new world, whom the Count acknowledges to be “a peu pres de meme stature que ’lhomme de notre
monde,’ and to let loose their influence on his moral faculties? How has this “combination of the
elements and other physical causes, so contrary to the enlargement of animal nature in this new world,
these obstacles to the developement and formation of great germs,’ been arrested and suspended, so
as to permit the human body to acquire its just dimensions, and by what inconceivable process has their
action been directed on his mind alone? To judge of the truth of this, to form a just estimate of their
genius and mental powers, more facts are wanting, and great allowance to be made for those
circumstances of their situation which call for a display of particular talents only. This done, we shall
probably find that they are formed in mind as well as in body, on the same module with the (* 11) "Homo
sapiens Europaeus.’ The principles of their society forbidding all compulsion, they are to be led to duty
and to enterprize by personal influence and persuasion. Hence eloquence in council, bravery and
address in war, become the foundations of all consequence with them. To these acquirements all their
faculties are directed. Of their bravery and address in war we have multiplied proofs, because we have
been the subjects on which they were exercised. Of their eminence in oratory we have fewer examples,
because it is displayed chiefly in their own councils. Some, however, we have of very superior lustre. |
may challenge the whole orations of Demosthenes and Cicero, and of any more eminent orator, if
Europe has furnished more eminent, to produce a single passage, superior to the speech of Logan, a
Mingo chief, to Lord Dunmore, when governor of this state. And, as a testimony of their talents in this
line, | beg leave to introduce it, first stating the incidents necessary for understanding it. In the spring of
the year 1774, a robbery and murder were committed on an inhabitant of the frontiers of Virginia, by two
Indians of the Shawanee tribe. The neighbouring whites, ac

Xviii. 145. Linn. Syst. Definition of a Man.[Page 68]



cording to their custom, undertook to punish this outrage in a summary way. Col. Cresap, a man
infamous for the many murders he had committed on those much-injured people, collected a party, and
proceeded down the Kanhaway in quest of vengeance. Unfortunately a canoe of women and children,
with one man only, was seen coming from the opposite shore, unarmed, and unsuspecting an hostile
attack from the whites. Cresap and his party concealed themselves on the bank of the river, and the
moment the canoe reached the shore, singled out their objects, and, at one fire, killed every person in it.
This happened to be the family of Logan, who had long been distinguished as a friend of the whites. This
unworthy return provoked his vengeance. He accordingly signalized himself in the war which ensued. In
the autumn of the same year, a decisive battle was fought at the mouth of the Great Kanhaway, between
the collected forces of the Shawanees, Mingoes, and Delawares, and a detachment of the Virginia
militia. The Indians were defeated, and sued for peace. Logan however disdained to be seen among the
suppliants. But, lest the sincerity of a treaty should be distrusted, from which so distinguished a chief
absented himself, he sent by a messenger the following speech to be delivered to Lord Dunmore.

‘| appeal to any white man to say, if ever he entered Logan’s cabin hungry, and he gave him not meat; if
ever he came cold and naked, and he clothed him not. During the course of the last long and bloody war,
Logan remained idle in his cabin, an advocate for peace. Such was my love for the whites, that my
countrymen pointed as they passed, and said, "Logan is the friend of white men.’ | had even thought to
have lived with you, but for the injuries of one man. Col. Cresap, the last spring, in cold blood, and
unprovoked, murdered all the relations of Logan, not sparing even my women and children. There runs
not a drop of my blood in the veins of any living creature. This called on me for revenge. | have sought it:
I have killed many: | have fully glutted my vengeance. For my country, | rejoice at the beams of peace.
But do not harbour a thought that mine is the joy of fear. Lo[Page 69]

gan never felt fear. He will not turn on his heel to save his life. Who is there to mourn for Logan? — Not
one.’

Before we condemn the Indians of this continent as wanting genius, we must consider that letters have
not yet been introduced among them. Were we to compare them in their present state with the
Europeans North of the Alps, when the Roman arms and arts first crossed those mountains, the
comparison would be unequal, because, at that time, those parts of Europe were swarming with
numbers; because numbers produce emulation, and multiply the chances of improvement, and one
improvement begets another. Yet | may safely ask, How many good poets, how many able
mathematicians, how many great inventors in arts or sciences, had Europe North of the Alps then
produced? And it was sixteen centuries after this before a Newton could be formed. | do not mean to
deny, that there are varieties in the race of man, distinguished by their powers both of body and mind. |
believe there are, as | see to be the case in the races of other animals. | only mean to suggest a doubt,
whether the bulk and faculties of animals depend on the side of the Atlantic on which their food happens
to grow, or which furnishes the elements of which they are compounded? Whether nature has enlisted
herself as a Cis or Trans-Atlantic partisan? | am induced to suspect, there has been more eloquence
than sound reasoning displayed in support of this theory; that it is one of those cases where the
judgment has been seduced by a glowing pen: and whilst | render every tribute of honor and esteem to
the celebrated Zoologist, who has added, and is still adding, so many precious things to the treasures of



science, | must doubt whether in this instance he has not cherished error also, by lending her for a
moment his vivid imagination and bewitching language.

See letter of J.B. Gibson in Appendix iv. 1. Clavigero, 120.

No writer, equally with M. de Buffon, proves the power of eloquence and uncertainty of theories. He
takes any hypothesis whatever, or its reverse, and furnishes explanations equally specious and
persuasive. Thus in his xviii. volume, wishing to explain why the largest animals are found in the torrid
sone, he assumes heat as the efficient principle of the animal volume. Speaking of America,[Page 70]

So far the Count de Buffon has carried this new theory of the tendency of nature to belittle her
productions on this side the Atlantic. Its application to the race of whites, transplanted from Europe,
remained for the Abbe Raynal. "On doit etre etonne (he says) que ’Amerique n’ait pas encore produit un
bon poete, un habile mathematicien, un homme de genie dans un seul art, ou une seule science.’ 7.
Hist. Philos. p. 92. ed. Maestricht. 1774. "America has not yet produced one good poet.” When we shall
have existed as a people as long as the Greeks did before they produced a Homer, the Romans a Virgil,
the French a Racine and Voltaire, the English a Shakespeare and Milton, should this reproach be still
true, we will enquire from what unfriendly causes it has proceeded, that the other countries of Europe
and quarters of the earth shall not have inscribed any name in the roll of poets (* 12). But neither has
America produced “one able mathematician, one man of genius in a single art or a single science.’ In
war we have produced a Washington, whose memory will be adored while liberty shall have votaries,
whose name will triumph over time, and will in future ages assume its just station among the most
celebrated worthies of the world, when that wretched philosophy shall be forgotten which would have
arranged him among the degeneracies of nature. In physics we have produced a Franklin, than whom no
one of the present age has

he says: “La terre y est froide impuissante a produire les principes actifs, a develeper les germes des
plus grandes quadrupedes auxquels il faut, pour croitre et se multiplier, toute la chaleur toute I'activite
gue le soleil peut donner a la terre amoureuse™Page 156. “L’ardeur des hommes, et la grandeur des
animanx dependent de la salubrite, et de la chaleur de 'aire”—lb. 160. In his Epochs again when it is
become convenient to his theory to consider the bones of the Mammoth found in the coldest regions, as
the bones of the elephant, and necessary to explain how the elephant there should have been six times
as large as that of the torrid zone, it is cold which produces animal volume. “Tout ce qu’ il y a de colossal
et de grand dans la nature, a ete forme dans les terres du Nord.”-1. Epoques, 255. “C’est dans les
regions de notre Nord que la nature vivante s’es’t elevee a ses plus grandes dismensions."-Ib. 263.

Has the world as yet produced more than two poets, acknowledged to be such by all nations? An
Englishman only reads Milton with delight, an Italian Tasso, a Frenchman the Henriade, a Portuguese
Camouens; but Homer and Virgil have been the rapture of every age and nation; they are read with
enthusiasm in their originals by those who can read the originals, and in translations by those who



cannot.[Page 71]

made more important discoveries, nor has enriched philosophy with more, or more ingenious solutions of
the phaenomena of nature. We have supposed Mr. Rittenhouse second to no astronomer living: that in
genius he must be the first, because he is self-taught. As an artist he has exhibited as great a proof of
mechanical genius as the world has ever produced. He has not indeed made a world; but he has by
imitation approached nearer its Maker than any man who has lived from the creation to this day (* 13).
As in philosophy and war, so in government, in oratory, in painting, in the plastic art, we might shew that
America, though but a child of yesterday, has already given hopeful proofs of genius, as well of the
nobler kinds, which arouse the best feelings of man, which call him into action, which substantiate his
freedom, and conduct him to happiness, as of the subordinate, which serve to amuse him only. We
therefore suppose, that this reproach is as unjust as it is unkind; and that, of the geniuses which adorn
the present age, America contributes its full share. For comparing it with those countries, where genius is
most cultivated, where are the most excellent models for art, and scaffoldings for the attainment of
science, as France and England for instance, we calculate thus. The United States contain three millions
of inhabitants; France twenty millions; and the British islands ten. We produce a Washington, a Franklin,
a Rittenhouse. France then should have half a dozen in each of these lines, and Great-Britain half that
number, equally eminent. It may be true, that France has: we are but just becoming acquainted with her,
and our acquaintance so far gives us high ideas of the genius of her inhabitants. It would be injuring too
many of them to name particularly a Voltaire, a Buffon, the constellation of Encyclopedists, the Abbe
Raynal himself, &c. &c. We therefore have reason to believe she

There are various ways of keeping truth out of sight. Mr. Rittenhouse’s model of the planetary system
has the plagiary appelation of an Orrery; and the quadrant invented by Godfrey, and American also, and
with the aid of which the European Nations traverse the globe, is called Hadley’s quadrant. Huyghens
gave the first description of an instrument of the former kind, under the name Automatum
Planetarium.—2. Montucla, 485.[Page 72]

can produce her full quota of genius. The present war having so long cut off all communication with
Great-Britain, we are not able to make a fair estimate of the state of science in that country. The spirit in
which she wages war is the only sample before our eyes, and that does not seem the legitimate offspring
either of science or of civilization. The sun of her glory is fast descending to the horizon. Her philosophy
has crossed the Channel, her freedom the Atlantic, and herself seems passing to that awful dissolution,
whose issue is not given human foresight to scan (* 14).

Having given a sketch of our minerals, vegetables, and quadrupeds, and being led by a proud theory to
make a comparison of the latter with those of Europe, and to extend it to the Man of America, both
aboriginal and emigrant, | will proceed to the remaining articles comprehended under the present query.

Between ninety and an hundred of our birds have been described by Catesby. His drawings are better
as to form and attitude, than colouring, which is generally too high. They are the following.:



In a later edition of the Abbe Raynal’s work, he has withdrawn his censure from that part of the new
world inhabited by the Federo-Americans; but has left it still on the other parts. North America has
always been more accessible to strangers than South. If he was mistaken then as to the former, he may
be so as to the latter. The glimmerings which reach us from South America enable us only to see that its
inhabitants are held under the accumulated pressure of slavery, superstition, and ignorance. Whenever
they shall be able to rise under this weight, and to shew themselves to the rest of the world, they will
probably shew they are like the rest of the world. We have not yet sufficient evidence that there are more
_lakes_and _fogs_ in South America than in other parts of the earth. As little do we know what would be
their operation on the mind of man. That country has been visited by Spaniards and Portugueze chiefly,
and almost exclusively. These, going from a country of the old world remarkably dry in its soil and
climate, fancied there were more lakes and fogs in South America than in Europe. An inhabitant of
Ireland, Sweden, or Finland, would have formed the contrary opinion. Had South America then been
discovered and seated by a people from a fenny country, it would probably have been represented as
much drier than the old world. A patient pursuit of facts, and cautious combination and comparison of
them, is the drudgery to which man is subjected by his Maker, if he wishes to attain sure knowledge.
[Page 90]

sometimes it rises more acute and more elevated; sometimes it is hemispherical, and sometimes its
sides are perpendicular, its top flat, and as broad as its base. In short it assumes at times the most
whimsical shapes, and all these perhaps successively in the same morning. The Blue ridge of mountains
comes into view, in the North East, at about 100 miles distance, and, approaching in a direct line, passes
by within 20 miles, and goes off to the South-west. This phaenomenon begins to shew itself on these
mountains, at about 50 miles distance, and continues beyond that as far as they are seen. | remark no
particular state, either in the weight, moisture, or heat of the atmosphere, necessary to produce this. The
only constant circumstances are, its appearance in the morning only, and on objects at least 40 or 50
miles distant. In this latter circumstance, if not in both, it differs from the looming on the water. Refraction
will not account for this metamorphosis. That only changes the proportions of length and breadth, base
and altitude, preserving the general outlines. Thus it may make a circle appear elliptical, raise or depress
a cone, but by none of its laws, as yet developed, will it make a circle appear a square, or a cone a
sphere.

Query VIII.

The Number of its Inhabitants?

The following table shews the number of persons imported for the establishment of our colony in its
infant state, and the census of inhabitants at different periods, extracted from our historians and public
records, as particularly as | have had opportunities and leisure to examine them. Successive lines in the
same year shew successive periods of time in that year. [[Page 91]



have stated the census in two different columns, the whole inhabitants having been sometimes
numbered, and sometimes the _tythes only. This term, with us, includes the free males above 16 years
of age, and slaves above that age of both sexes. A further examination of our records would render this
history of our population much more satisfactory and perfect, by furnishing a greater number of
intermediate terms.

(Table)

Those however which are here stated will enable us to calculate, with a considerable degree of
precision, the rate at which we have increased. During the infancy of the colony, while numbers were
small, wars, importations, and other accidental circumstances render the progression fluctuating and
irregular. By the year 1654, however, it becomes tolerably uniform, importations having in a great
measure ceased from the dissolution of the company, and the inhabitants become too numerous to be
sensibly affected by Indian wars. Beginning at that period, therefore, we find that from thence to the year
1772, our tythes had increased from 7209 to 153,000. The whole term being of 118 years, yields a
duplication once in every 27 1/4 years. The intermediate enumerations taken in[Page 92]

1700, 1748, and 1759, furnish proofs of the uniformity of this progression. Should this rate of increase
continue, we shall have between six and seven millions of inhabitants within 95 years. If we suppose our
country to be bounded, at some future day, by the meridian of the mouth of the Great Kanhaway, (within
which it has been before conjectured, are 64,491 square miles) there will then be 100 inhabitants for
every square mile, which is nearly the state of population in the British islands.

Here | will beg leave to propose a doubt. The present desire of America is to produce rapid population by
as great importations of foreigners as possible. But is this founded in good policy? The advantage
proposed is the multiplication of numbers. Now let us suppose (for example only) that, in this state, we
could double our numbers in one year by the importation of foreigners; and this is a greater accession
than the most sanguine advocate for emigration has a right to expect. Then | say, beginning with a
double stock, we shall attain any given degree of population only 27 years and 3 months sooner than if
we proceed on our single stock. If we propose four millions and a half as a competent population for this
state, we should be 54 1/2 years attaining it, could we at once double our numbers; and 81 3/4 years, if
we rely on natural propagation, as may be seen by the following table.

(table)

In the first column are stated periods of 27 1/4 years; in the second are our numbers, at each period, as
they will be if we proceed on our actual stock; and in the third are what they would be, at the same
periods, were we to set out from the double of our present stock; and in the third are what they would be,
at the same periods, were we to set out from the double of our present stock. | have taken the term of
four millions and a half of inhabitants for example’s sake only. Yet | am persuaded it is a greater number
than the country[Page 93]

spoken of, considering how much inarrable land it contains, can clothe and feed, without a material
change in the quality of their diet. But are there no inconveniences to be thrown into the scale against



the advantage expected from a multiplication of numbers by the importation of foreigners? It is for the
happiness of those united in society to harmonize as much as possible in matters which they must of
necessity transact together. Civil government being the sole object of forming societies, its administration
must be conducted by common consent. Every species of government has its specific principles. Ours
perhaps are more peculiar than those of any other in the universe. It is a composition of the freest
principles of the English constitution, with others derived from natural right and natural reason. To these
nothing can be more opposed than the maxims of absolute monarchies. Yet, from such, we are to expect
the greatest number of emigrants. They will bring with them the principles of the governments they leave,
imbibed in their early youth; or, if able to throw them off, it will be in exchange for an unbounded
licentiousness, passing, as is usual, from one extreme to another. It would be a miracle were they to stop
precisely at the point of temperate liberty. These principles, with their language, they will transmit to their
children. In proportion to their numbers, they will share with us the legislation. They will infuse into it their
spirit, warp and bias its direction, and render it a heterogeneous, incoherent, distracted mass. | may
appeal to experience, during the present contest, for a verification of these conjectures. But, if they be
not certain in event, are they not possible, are they not probable? Is it not safer to wait with patience 27
years and three months longer, for the attainment of any degree of population desired, or expected? May
not our government be more homogeneous, more peaceable, more durable? Suppose 20 millions of
republican Americans thrown all of a sudden into France, what would be the condition of that kingdom? If
it would be more turbulent, less happy, less strong, we may believe that the addition of half a million of
foreigners to our present numbers would pro-[Page 94]

-duce a similar effect here. If they come of themselves, they are entitled to all the rights of citizenship:
but I doubt the expediency of inviting them by extraordinary encouragements. | mean not that these
doubts should be extended to the importation of useful artificers. The policy of that measure depends on
very different considerations. Spare no expence in obtaining them. They will after a while go to the
plough and the hoe; but, in the mean time, they will teach us something we do not know. It is not so in
agriculture. The indifferent state of that among us does not proceed from a want of knowledge merely; it
is from our having such quantities of land to waste as we please. In Europe the object is to make the
most of their land, labour being abundant: here it is to make the most of our labour, land being abundant.

It will be proper to explain how the numbers for the year 1782 have been obtained; as it was not from a
perfect census of the inhabitants. It will at the same time develope the proportion between the free
inhabitants and slaves. The following return of taxable articles for that year was given in.

53,289 free males above 21 years of age.

211,698 slaves of all ages and sexes.

23,766 not distinguished in the returns, but said to be
titheable slaves.

195,439 horses.



609,734 cattle.

5,126 wheels of riding-carriages.

191 taverns.

There were no returns from the 8 counties of Lincoln, Jefferson, Fayette, Monongalia, Yohogania, Ohio,
Northampton, and York. To find the number of slaves which should have been returned instead of the
23,766 titheables, we must mention that some observations on a former census had given reason to
believe that the numbers above and below 16 years of age were equal. The double of this number,
therefore, to wit, 47,532 must be added to 211,698, which will give us 259,230 slaves of all ages and
sexes. To find the number of free inhabitants, we must repeat the observation, that those above[Page
95]

and below 16 are nearly equal. But as the number 53,289 omits the males between 16 and 21, we must
supply them from conjecture. On a former experiment it had appeared that about one-third of our militia,
that is, of the males between 16 and 50, were unmarried. Knowing how early marriage takes place here,
we shall not be far wrong in supposing that the unmarried part of our militia are those between 16 and
21. If there be young men who do not marry till after 21, there are as many who marry before that age.
But as the men above 50 were not included in the militia, we will suppose the unmarried, or those
between 16 and 21, to be one-fourth of the whole number above 16, then we have the following
calculation:

53,289 free males above 21 years of age.

17,763 free males between 16 and 21.

71,052 free males under 16.

142,104 free females of all ages.

284,208 free inhabitants of all ages.

259,230 slaves of all ages.

543,438 inhabitants, exclusive of the 8 counties from which e no returns. In these 8 counties in the years
1779 and 1780 were 3,161 militia. Say then,

3,161 free males above the age of 16.

3,161 ditto under 16.

6,322 free females.

12,644 free inhabitants in these 8 counties. To find the number of slaves, say, as 284,208 to 259,230, so
is 12,644 to 11,532. Adding the third of these numbers to the first, and the fourth to the second, we have,
296,852 free inhabitants.

270,762 slaves.

567,614 inhabitants of every age, sex, and condition. But 296,852, the number of free inhabitants, are to
270,762, the number of slaves, nearly as 11 to 10. Under the mild treatment our slaves experience, and



their wholesome, though coarse, food, this blot in our country increases as fast, or faster,

The first settlement of Europeans in America was by the Spaniards in St. Domingo in 1493. So early as
1501 we find they had already got into the habit of carrying the negroes there as slaves, and in 1503
they had become so inconvenient, that Ovando, the Governor, put a stop to their importation. Herrera.
Dec. 1, B. 2, ch. 10; B. 4. ch. 12; B. 5, oh. 12; but in 1511 they were again fully in the same habit. The
king’s instructions at the date were “Que se buscasse forma como se llevassen muchos negros de
Guinea, porque era mas util el trabajo de un negro, que de quatro Indios—Herrera. Dec. 1, L. 9, c. 5;
Dec. 2, L. 2, c. 8, 20.[Page 96]

than the whites. During the regal government, we had at one time obtained a law, which imposed such a
duty on the importation of slaves, as amounted nearly to a prohibition, when one inconsiderate
assembly, placed under a peculiarity of circumstance, repealed the law. This repeal met a joyful sanction
from the then sovereign, and no devices, no expedients, which could ever after be attempted by
subsequent assemblies, and they seldom met without attempting them, could succeed in getting the
royal assent to a renewal of the duty. In the very first session held under the republican government, the
assembly passed a law for the perpetual prohibition of the importation of slaves. This will in some
measure stop the increase of this great political and moral evil, while the minds of our citizens may be
ripening for a complete emancipation of human nature.

Query VIX.

The number and condition of the militia and regular troops, and their pay?

The following is a state of the militia, taken from returns of 1780 and 1781, except in those counties
marked with an asterisk, the returns from which are somewhat older. [Page 147]

purpose: its breadth was to bear a certain proportion to its length: the grant was to be executed by the
governor: and the lands were to be improved in a certain manner, within a given time. From these
regulations there resulted to the state a sole and exclusive power of taking conveyances of the Indian
right of soil: since, according to them, an Indian conveyance alone could give no right to an individual,
which the laws would acknowledge. The state, or the crown, thereafter, made general purchases of the
Indians from time to time, and the governor parcelled them out by special grants, conformed to the rules
before described, which it was not in his power, or in that of the crown, to dispense with. Grants,
unaccompanied by their proper legal circumstances, were set aside regularly by _scire facias_, or by bill
in Chancery. Since the establishment of our new government, this order of things is but little changed.
An individual, wishing to appropriate to himself lands still unappropriated by any other, pays to the public
treasurer a sum of money proportioned to the quantity he wants. He carries the treasurer’s receipt to the
auditors of public accompts, who thereupon debit the treasurer with the sum, and order the register of
the land-office to give the party a warrant for his land. With this warrant from the register, he goes to the



surveyor of the county where the land lies on which he has cast his eye. The surveyor lays it off for him,
gives him its exact description, in the form of a certificate, which certificate he returns to the land-office,
where a grant is made out, and is signed by the governor. This vests in him a perfect dominion in his
lands, transmissible to whom he pleases by deed or will, or by descent to his heirs if he die intestate.

Many of the laws which were in force during the monarchy being relative merely to that form of
government, or inculcating principles inconsistent with republicanism, the first assembly which met after
the establishment of the commonwealth appointed a committee to revise the whole code, to reduce it
into proper form and volume, and report it to the assembly. This work has been executed by three
gentlemen,[Page 148]

and reported; but probably will not be taken up till a restoration of peace shall leave to the legislature
leisure to go through such a work.

The plan of the revisal was this. The common law of England, by which is meant, that part of the English
law which was anterior to the date of the oldest statutes extant, is made the basis of the work. It was
thought dangerous to attempt to reduce it to a text: it was therefore left to be collected from the usual
monuments of it. Necessary alterations in that, and so much of the whole body of the British statutes,
and of acts of assembly, as were thought proper to be retained, were digested into 126 new acts, in
which simplicity of stile was aimed at, as far as was safe. The following are the most remarkable
alterations proposed:

To change the rules of descent, so as that the lands of any person dying intestate shall be divisible
equally among all his children, or other representatives, in equal degree.

To make slaves distributable among the next of kin, as other moveables.

To have all public expences, whether of the general treasury, or of a parish or county, (as for the
maintenance of the poor, building bridges, court-houses, &c.) supplied by assessments on the citizens,
in proportion to their property.

To hire undertakers for keeping the public roads in repair, and indemnify individuals through whose lands
new roads shall be opened.

To define with precision the rules whereby aliens should become citizens, and citizens make themselves
aliens.

To establish religious freedom on the broadest bottom.

To emancipate all slaves born after passing the act. The bill reported by the revisors does not itself
contain this proposition; but an amendment containing it was prepared, to be offered to the legislature
whenever the bill should be taken up, and further directing, that they should continue with their parents to
a certain age, then be brought up, at the public expence, to tillage, arts or sciences, according to their
geniusses, till the females should be eighteen, and the males[Page 149]



twenty-one years of age, when they should be colonized to such place as the circumstances of the time
should render most proper, sending them out with arms, implements of houshold and of the handicraft
arts, feeds, pairs of the useful domestic animals, &c. to declare them a free and independant people, and
extend to them our alliance and protection, till they shall have acquired strength; and to send vessels at
the same time to other parts of the world for an equal number of white inhabitants; to induce whom to
migrate hither, proper encouragements were to be proposed. It will probably be asked, Why not retain
and incorporate the blacks into the state, and thus save the expence of supplying, by importation of
white settlers, the vacancies they will leave? Deep rooted prejudices entertained by the whites; ten
thousand recollections, by the blacks, of the injuries they have sustained; new provocations; the real
distinctions which nature has made; and many other circumstances, will divide us into parties, and
produce convulsions which will probably never end but in the extermination of the one or the other race.
— To these objections, which are political, may be added others, which are physical and moral. The first
difference which strikes us is that of colour. Whether the black of the negro resides in the reticular
membrane between the skin and scarf-skin, or in the scarf-skin itself; whether it proceeds from the colour
of the blood, the colour of the bile, or from that of some other secretion, the difference is fixed in nature,
and is as real as if its seat and cause were better known to us. And is this difference of no importance?
Is it not the foundation of a greater or less share of beauty in the two races? Are not the fine mixtures of
red and white, the expressions of every passion by greater or less suffusions of colour in the one,
preferable to that eternal monotony, which reigns in the countenances, that immoveable velil of black
which covers all the emotions of the other race? Add to these, flowing hair, a more elegant symmetry of
form, their own judgment in favour of the whites, declared by their preference of them, as uniformly as is
the preference of the Oranootan for the black women[Page 150]

over those of his own species. The circumstance of superior beauty, is thought worthy attention in the
propagation of our horses, dogs, and other domestic animals; why not in that of man? Besides those of
colour, figure, and hair, there are other physical distinctions proving a difference of race. They have less
hair on the face and body. They secrete less by the kidnies, and more by the glands of the skin, which
gives them a very strong and disagreeable odour. This greater degree of transpiration renders them
more tolerant of heat, and less so of cold, than the whites. Perhaps too a difference of structure in the
pulmonary apparatus, which a late ingenious (* 1) experimentalist has discovered to be the principal
regulator of animal heat, may have disabled them from extricating, in the act of inspiration, so much of
that fluid from the outer air, or obliged them in expiration, to part with more of it. They seem to require
less sleep. A black, after hard labour through the day, will be induced by the slightest amusements to sit
up till midnight, or later, though knowing he must be out with the first dawn of the morning. They are at
least as brave, and more adventuresome. But this may perhaps proceed from a want of forethought,
which prevents their seeing a danger till it be present. When present, they do not go through it with more
coolness or steadiness than the whites. They are more ardent after their female: but love seems with
them to be more an eager desire, than a tender delicate mixture of sentiment and sensation. Their griefs
are transient. Those numberless afflictions, which render it doubtful whether heaven has given life to us
in mercy or in wrath, are less felt, and sooner forgotten with them. In general, their existence appears to
participate more of sensation than reflection. To this must be ascribed their disposition to sleep when
abstracted from their diversions, and unemployed in labour. An animal whose body is at rest, and who



does not reflect, must be disposed to sleep of course. Comparing them by their faculties of memory,
reason, and imagination, it appears to me, that in memory they are equal to the whites; in reason

* Craword[Page 151]

much inferior, as | think one could scarcely be found capable of tracing and comprehending the
investigations of Euclid; and that in imagination they are dull, tasteless, and anomalous. It would be
unfair to follow them to Africa for this investigation. We will consider them here, on the same stage with
the whites, and where the facts are not apocryphal on which a judgment is to be formed. It will be right to
make great allowances for the difference of condition, of education, of conversation, of the sphere in
which they move. Many millions of them have been brought to, and born in America. Most of them
indeed have been confined to tillage, to their own homes, and their own society: yet many have been so
situated, that they might have availed themselves of the conversation of their masters; many have been
brought up to the handicraft arts, and from that circumstance have always been associated with the
whites. Some have been liberally educated, and all have lived in countries where the arts and sciences
are cultivated to a considerable degree, and have had before their eyes samples of the best works from
abroad. The Indians, with no advantages of this kind, will often carve figures on their pipes not destitute
of design and merit. They will crayon out an animal, a plant, or a country, so as to prove the existence of
a germ in their minds which only wants cultivation. They astonish you with strokes of the most sublime
oratory; such as prove their reason and sentiment strong, their imagination glowing and elevated. But
never yet could | find that a black had uttered a thought above the level of plain narration; never see
even an elementary trait of painting or sculpture. In music they are more generally gifted than the whites
with accurate ears for tune and time, and they have been found capable of imagining a small catch (* 2).
Whether they will be equal to the composition of a more extensive run of melody, or of complicated
harmony, is yet to be proved. Misery is often the pa-

* The instrument proper to them is the Banjar, which they brought hither from Africa, and which is the
original of the guitar, its chords being precisely the four lower chords of the guitar.[Page 152]

-rent of the most affecting touches in poetry. — Among the blacks is misery enough, God knows, but no
poetry. Love is the peculiar ;oestrum of the poet. Their love is ardent, but it kindles the senses only, not
the imagination. Religion indeed has produced a Phyllis Whately; but it could not produce a poet. The
compositions published under her name are below the dignity of criticism. The heroes of the Dunciad are
to her, as Hercules to the author of that poem. Ignatius Sancho has approached nearer to merit in
composition; yet his letters do more honour to the heart than the head. They breathe the purest effusions
of friendship and general philanthropy, and shew how great a degree of the latter may be compounded
with strong religious zeal. He is often happy in the turn of his compliments, and his stile is easy and
familiar, except when he affects a Shandean fabrication of words. But his imagination is wild and
extravagant, escapes incessantly from every restraint of reason and taste, and, in the course of its



vagaries, leaves a tract of thought as incoherent and eccentric, as is the course of a meteor through the
sky. His subjects should often have led him to a process of sober reasoning: yet we find him always
substituting sentiment for demonstration. Upon the whole, though we admit him to the first place among
those of his own colour who have presented themselves to the public judgment, yet when we compare
him with the writers of the race among whom he lived, and particularly with the epistolary class, in which
he has taken his own stand, we are compelled to enroll him at the bottom of the column. This criticism
supposes the letters published under his name to be genuine, and to have received amendment from no
other hand; points which would not be of easy investigation. The improvement of the blacks in body and
mind, in the first instance of their mixture with the whites, has been observed by every one, and proves
that their inferiority is not the effect merely of their condition of life. We know that among the Romans,
about the Augustan age especially, the condition of their slaves was much more deplorable than that of
the blacks on the continent of America. The two sexes [Page 153]

were confined in separate apartments, because to raise a child cost the master more than to buy one.
Cato, for a very restricted indulgence to his slaves in this particular, (* 3) took from them a certain price.
But in this country the slaves multiply as fast as the free inhabitants. Their situation and manners place
the commerce between the two sexes almost without restraint. — The same Cato, on a principle of
;oeconomy, always sold his sick and superannuated slaves. He gives it as a standing precept to a
master visiting his farm, to sell his old oxen, old waggons, old tools, old and diseased servants, and
every thing else become useless. "Vendat boves vetulos, plaustrum vetus, ferramenta vetera, servum
senem, servum morbosum, & si quid aliud supersit vendat.” Cato de re rustica. c. 2. The American
slaves cannot enumerate this among the injuries and insults they receive. It was the common practice to
expose in the island of Aesculapius, in the Tyber, diseased slaves, whose cure was like to become
tedious. The Emperor Claudius, by an edict, gave freedom to such of them as should recover, and first
declared, that if any person chose to Kill rather than to expose them, it should be deemed homicide. The
exposing them is a crime of which no instance has existed with us; and were it to be followed by death, it
would be punished capitally. We are told of a certain Vedius Pollio, who, in the presence of Augustus,
would have given a slave as food to his fish, for having broken a glass. With the Romans, the regular
method of taking the evidence of their slaves was under torture. Here it has been thought better never to
resort to their evidence. When a master was murdered, all his slaves, in the same house, or within
hearing, were condemned to death. Here punishment falls on the guilty only, and as precise proof is
required against him as against a freeman. Yet notwithstanding these

*Tos dolos etaxen orismeno nomismatos omilein tais therapainisin. Plutarch. Cato.
Suet. Claud. 25
Seneca de ira, L. 3, 40; de Clementia 1, 18; Xiphil. Aug., p. 76.[Page 154]

and other discouraging circumstances among the Romans, their slaves were often their rarest artists.
They excelled too in science, insomuch as to be usually employed as tutors to their master’s children.



Epictetus, Terence, and Phaedrus, were slaves. But they were of the race of whites. It is not their
condition then, but nature, which has produced the distinction. — Whether further observation will or will
not verify the conjecture, that nature has been less bountiful to them in the endowments of the head, |
believe that in those of the heart she will be found to have done them justice. That disposition to theft
with which they have been branded, must be ascribed to their situation, and not to any depravity of the
moral sense. The man, in whose favour no laws of property exist, probably feels himself less bound to
respect those made in favour of others. When arguing for ourselves, we lay it down as a fundamental,
that laws, to be just, must give a reciprocation of right: that, without this, they are mere arbitrary rules of
conduct, founded in force, and not in conscience: and it is a problem which | give to the master to solve,
whether the religious precepts against the violation of property were not framed for him as well as his
slave? And whether the slave may not as justifiably take a little from one, who has taken all from him, as
he may slay one who would slay him? That a change in the relations in which a man is placed should
change his ideas of moral right and wrong, is neither new, nor peculiar to the colour of the blacks. Homer
tells us it was so 2600 years ago.

{'Emisy, gaz t’ aretes apoainylai eyrythpa Zeys
Aneros, eyt, an min kata dolion emaz elesin.} _Od_. 17. 323.

Jove fix'd it certain, that whatever day
Makes man a slave, takes half his worth away.

But the slaves of which Homer speaks were whites. Notwithstanding these considerations which must
weaken their respect for the laws of property, we find among them numerous instances of the most rigid
integrity, and as many as among their better instructed masters, of benevolence, grati-[Page 155]

-tude, and unshaken fidelity. — The opinion, that they are inferior in the faculties of reason and
imagination, must be hazarded with great diffidence. To justify a general conclusion, requires many
observations, even where the subject may be submitted to the Anatomical knife, to Optical glasses, to
analysis by fire, or by solvents. How much more then where it is a faculty, not a substance, we are
examining; where it eludes the research of all the senses; where the conditions of its existence are
various and variously combined; where the effects of those which are present or absent bid defiance to
calculation; let me add too, as a circumstance of great tenderness, where our conclusion would degrade
a whole race of men from the rank in the scale of beings which their Creator may perhaps have given
them. To our reproach it must be said, that though for a century and a half we have had under our eyes
the races of black and of red men, they have never yet been viewed by us as subjects of natural history.
| advance it therefore as a suspicion only, that the blacks, whether originally a distinct race, or made
distinct by time and circumstances, are inferior to the whites in the endowments both of body and mind.
It is not against experience to suppose, that different species of the same genus, or varieties of the same
species, may possess different qualifications. Will not a lover of natural history then, one who views the
gradations in all the races of animals with the eye of philosophy, excuse an effort to keep those in the
department of man as distinct as nature has formed them? This unfortunate difference of colour, and
perhaps of faculty, is a powerful obstacle to the emancipation of these people. Many of their advocates,
while they wish to vindicate the liberty of human nature, are anxious also to preserve its dignity and



beauty. Some of these, embarrassed by the question "What further is to be done with them?’ join
themselves in opposition with those who are actuated by sordid avarice only. Among the Romans
emancipation required but one effort. The slave, when made free, might mix with, without staining the
blood of his master. But with us a second is necessary, unknown to history. When freed, he is to be
removed beyond the reach of mixture. [Page 156]

The revised code further proposes to proportion crimes and punishments. This is attempted on the
following scale.

I. Crimes whose punishment extends to Life.

1. High treason. Death by hanging. Forfeiture of lands and goods to the commonwealth.

2. Petty treason. Death by hanging. Dissection. Forfeiture of half the lands and goods to the
representatives of the party slain.

3. Murder.

1. by poison. Death by poison. Forfeiture of one-half as before.

2. in Duel. Death by hanging. Gibbeting, if the challenger. Forfeiture of one-half as before, unless it be
the party challenged, then the forfeiture is to the commonwealth.

3. in any other way. Death by hanging. Forfeiture of one-half as before.

4. Manslaughter. The second offence is murder.

II. Crimes whose punishment goes to Limb.

. Rape, } Dismemberment.

. Sodomy, }

. Maiming, } Retaliation, and the forfeiture of half the
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. Disfiguring } lands and goods to the sufferer.

[Il. Crimes punishable by Labour.

. Manslaughter, 1st offence. Labour VII. years for the public. Forfeiture of half as in murder.

. Counterfeiting money. Labour VI. years. Forfeiture of lands and goods to the commonwealth.
. Arson. } Labour V. years.

. Asportation of vessels. } Reparation three-fold.

. Robbery. } Labour IV. years.

. Burglary. } Reparation double.

. Housebreaking. } Labour lll. years.

. Horse-stealing. } Reparation.
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. Grand Larcency. Labour Il. years. Reparation. Pillory.
10. Petty Larcency. Labour I. year. Reparation. Pillory.
11. Pretensions to witch-craft, &c. Ducking. Stripes.

12. Excusable homicide. } to be pitied, not punished.
13. Suicide. }

14. Apostacy. Heresy. } [Page 157]

Pardon and privilege of clergy are proposed to be abolished; but if the verdict be against the defendant,



the court in their discretion, may allow a new trial. No attainder to cause a corruption of blood, or
forfeiture of dower. Slaves guilty of offences punishable in others by labour, to be transported to Africa,
or elsewhere, as the circumstances of the time admit, there to be continued in slavery. A rigorous
regimen proposed for those condemned to labour.

Another object of the revisal is, to diffuse knowledge more generally through the mass of the people.
This bill proposes to lay off every county into small districts of five or six miles square, called hundreds,
and in each of them to establish a school for teaching reading, writing, and arithmetic. The tutor to be
supported by the hundred, and every person in it entitled to send their children three years gratis, and as
much longer as they please, paying for it. These schools to be under a visitor, who is annually to chuse
the boy, of best genius in the school, of those whose parents are too poor to give them further education,
and to send him forward to one of the grammar schools, of which twenty are proposed to be erected in
different parts of the country, for teaching Greek, Latin, geography, and the higher branches of numerical
arithmetic. Of the boys thus sent in any one year, trial is to be made at the grammar schools one or two
years, and the best genius of the whole selected, and continued six years, and the residue dismissed. By
this means twenty of the best geniusses will be raked from the rubbish annually, and be instructed, at the
public expence, so far as the grammer schools go. At the end of six years instruction, one half are to be
discontinued (from among whom the grammar schools will probably be supplied with future masters);
and the other half, who are to be chosen for the superiority of their parts and disposition, are to be sent
and continued three years in the study of such sciences as they shall chuse, at William and Mary
college, the plan of which is proposed to be enlarged, as will be hereafter explained, and extended to all
the useful sciences. The ultimate result of the whole scheme of education would be[Page 158]

the teaching all the children of the state reading, writing, and common arithmetic: turning out ten annually
of superior genius, well taught in Greek, Latin, geography, and the higher branches of arithmetic: turning
out ten others annually, of still superior parts, who, to those branches of learning, shall have added such
of the sciences as their genius shall have led them to: the furnishing to the wealthier part of the people
convenient schools, at which their children may be educated, at their own expence. — The general
objects of this law are to provide an education adapted to the years, to the capacity, and the condition of
every one, and directed to their freedom and happiness. Specific details were not proper for the law.
These must be the business of the visitors entrusted with its execution. The first stage of this education
being the schools of the hundreds, wherein the great mass of the people will receive their instruction, the
principal foundations of future order will be laid here. Instead therefore of putting the Bible and
Testament into the hands of the children, at an age when their judgments are not sufficiently matured for
religious enquiries, their memories may here be stored with the most useful facts from Grecian, Roman,
European and American history. such as, when further developed as their judgments advance in
strength, may teach them how to work out their own greatest happiness, by shewing them that it does
not depend on the condition of life in which chance has placed them, but is always the result of a good
conscience, good health, occupation, and freedom in all just pursuits. — Those whom either the wealth
of their parents or the adoption of the state shall destine to higher degrees of learning, will go on to the
grammar schools, which constitute the next stage, there to be instructed in the languages. The learning
Greek and Latin, | am told, is going into disuse in Europe. | know not what their manners and
occupations may call for: but it would be very ill-judged in us to follow their example in this instance.



There is a certain period of life, say from eight to fifteen or sixteen years of age, when the mind, like
the[Page 159]

body, is not yet firm enough for laborious and close operations. If applied to such, it falls an early victim
to premature exertion; exhibiting indeed at first, in these young and tender subjects, the flattering
appearance of their being men while they are yet children, but ending in reducing them to be children
when they should be men. The memory is then most susceptible and tenacious of impressions; and the
learning of languages being chiefly a work of memory, it seems precisely fitted to the powers of this
period, which is long enough too for acquiring the most useful languages antient and modern. | do not
pretend that language is science. It is only an instrument for the attainment of science. But that time is
not lost which is employed in providing tools for future operation: more especially as in this case the
books put into the hands of the youth for this purpose may be such as will at the same time impress their
minds with useful facts and good principles. If this period be suffered to pass in idleness, the mind
becomes lethargic and impotent, as would the body it inhabits if unexercised during the same time. The
sympathy between body and mind during their rise, progress and decline, is too strict and obvious to
endanger our being misled while we reason from the one to the other. — As soon as they are of
sufficient age, it is supposed they will be sent on from the grammar schools to the university, which
constitutes our third and last stage, there to study those sciences which may be adapted to their views.
— By that part of our plan which prescribes the selection of the youths of genius from among the classes
of the poor, we hope to avail the state of those talents which nature has sown as liberally among the
poor as the rich, but which perish without use, if not sought for and cultivated. — But of all the views of
this law none is more important, none more legitimate, than that of rendering the people the safe, as they
are the ultimate, guardians of their own liberty. For this purpose the reading in the first stage, where they
will receive their whole education, is proposed, as has been said, to be chiefly historical. History by
apprising them of the past will enable them to judge of the future; it will avail them of[Page 160]

the experience of other times and other nations; it will qualify them as judges of the actions and designs
of men; it will enable them to know ambition under every disguise it may assume; and knowing it, to
defeat its views. In every government on earth is some trace of human weakness, some germ of
corruption and degeneracy, which cunning will discover, and wickedness insensibly open, cultivate, and
improve. Every government degenerates when trusted to the rulers of the people alone. The people
themselves therefore are its only safe depositories. And to render even them safe their minds must be
improved to a certain degree. This indeed is not all that is necessary, though it be essentially necessary.
An amendment of our constitution must here come in aid of the public education. The influence over
government must be shared among all the people. If every individual which composes their mass
participates of the ultimate authority, the government will be safe; because the corrupting the whole
mass will exceed any private resources of wealth: and public ones cannot be provided but by levies on
the people. In this case every man would have to pay his own price. The government of Great-Britain
has been corrupted, because but one man in ten has a right to vote for members of parliament. The
sellers of the government therefore get nine-tenths of their price clear. It has been thought that
corruption is restrained by confining the right of suffrage to a few of the wealthier of the people: but it
would be more effectually restrained by an extension of that right to such numbers as would bid defiance
to the means of corruption.



Lastly, it is proposed, by a bill in this revisal, to begin a public library and gallery, by laying out a certain
sum annually in books, paintings, and statues. QUERY XVII
The different religions received into that state?

Religion The first settlers in this country were emigrants from England, of the English church, just at a
point of time when it was flushed with complete victory over the religious of all other persuasions.
Possessed, as they became, of the powers of making, administering, and executing the laws, they
shewed equal intolerance in this country with their Presbyterian brethren, who had emigrated to the
northern government. The poor Quakers were flying from persecution in England. They cast their eyes
on these new countries as asylums of civil and religious freedom; but they found them free only for the
reigning sect. Several acts of the Virginia assembly of 1659, 1662, and 1693, had made it penal in
parents to refuse to have their children baptized; had prohibited the unlawful assembling of Quakers; had
made it penal for any master of a vessel to bring a Quaker into the state; had ordered those already
here, and such as should come thereafter, to be imprisoned till they should abjure the country; provided
a milder punishment for their first and second return, but death for their third; had inhibited all persons
from suffering their meetings in or near their houses, entertaining them individually, or disposingof books
which supported their tenets. If no capital execution took place here, as did in New-England, it was not
owing to the moderation of the church, or spirit of the legislature, as may be inferred from the law itself;
but to historical circumstances which have not been handed down to us. The Anglicans retained full
possession of the country about a century. Other opinions began then to creep in, and the great care of
the government to support their own church, having begotten an equal degree of indolence in its clergy,
two-thirds of the people had become dissenters at the commencement of the present revolution. The
laws indeed were still oppressive on them, but the spirit of the one party had subsided into moderation,
and of the other had risen to a degree of determination which commanded respect.

The present state of our laws on the subject of religion is this. The convention of May 1776, in their
declaration of rights, declared it to be a truth, and a natural right, that the exercise of religion should be
free; but when they proceeded to form on that declaration the ordinance of government, instead of taking
up every principle declared in the bill of rights, and guarding it by legislative sanction, they passed over
that which asserted our religious rights, leaving them as they found them. The same convention,
however, when they met as a member of the general assembly in October 1776, repealed all _acts of
parliament_ which had rendered criminal the maintaining any opinions in matters of religion, the
forbearing to repair to church, and the exercising any mode of worship; and suspended the laws giving
salaries to the clergy, which suspension was made perpetual in October 1779. Statutory oppressions in
religion being thus wiped away, we remain at present under those only imposed by the common law, or
by our own acts of assembly. At the common law, _heresy was a capital offence, punishable by
burning. Its definition was left to the ecclesiastical judges, before whom the conviction was, till the statute
of the 1 El. c. 1. circumscribed it, by declaring, that nothing should be deemed heresy, but what had
been so determined by authority of the canonical scriptures, or by one of the four first general councils,
or by some other council having for the grounds of their declaration the express and plain words of the
scriptures. Heresy, thus circumscribed, being an offence at the common law, our act of assembly of
October 1777, c. 17. gives cognizance of it to the general court, by declaring, that the jurisdiction of that
court shall be general in all matters at the common law. The execution is by the writ _De haeretico



comburendo_. By our own act of assembly of 1705, c. 30, if a person brought up in the Christian religion
denies the being of a God, or the Trinity, or asserts there are more Gods than one, or denies the
Christian religion to be true, or the scriptures to be of divine authority, he is punishable on the first
offence by incapacity to hold any office or employment ecclesiastical, civil, or military; on the second by
disability to sue, to take any gift or legacy, to be guardian, executor, or administrator, and by three years
imprisonment, without bail. A father’s right to the custody of his own children being founded in law on his
right of guardianship, this being taken away, they may of course be severed from him, and put, by the
authority of a court, into more orthodox hands. This is a summary view of that religious slavery, under
which a people have been willing to remain, who have lavished their lives and fortunes for the
establishment of their civil freedom. (*) The error seems not sufficiently eradicated, that the operations of
the mind, as well as the acts of the body, are subject to the coercion of the laws. But our rulers can have
authority over such natural rights only as we have submitted to them. The rights of conscience we never
submitted, we could not submit. We are answerable for them to our God. The legitimate powers of
government extend to such acts only as are injurious to others. But it does me no injury for my neighbour
to say there are twenty gods, or no god. It neither picks my pocket nor breaks my leg. If it be said, his
testimony in a court of justice cannot be relied on, reject it then, and be the stigma on him. Constraint
may make him worse by making him a hypocrite, but it will never make him a truer man. It may fix him
obstinately in his errors, but will not cure them. Reason and free enquiry are the only effectual agents
against error. Give a loose to them, they will support the true religion, by bringing every false one to their
tribunal, to the test of their investigation. They are the natural enemies of error, and of error only. Had not
the Roman government permitted free enquiry, Christianity could never have been introduced. Had not
free enquiry been indulged, at the aera of the reformation, the corruptions of Christianity could not have
been purged away. If it be restrained now, the present corruptions will be protected, and new ones
encouraged. Was the government to prescribe to us our medicine and diet, our bodies would be in such
keeping as our souls are now. Thus in France the emetic was once forbidden as a medicine, and the
potatoe as an article of food. Government is just as infallible too when it fixes systems in physics. Galileo
was sent to the inquisition for affirming that the earth was a sphere: the government had declared it to be
as flat as a trencher, and Galileo was obliged to abjure his error. This error however at length prevailed,
the earth became a globe, and Descartes declared it was whirled round its axis by a vortex. The
government in which he lived was wise enough to see that this was no question of civil jurisdiction, or we
should all have been involved by authority in vortices. In fact, the vortices have been exploded, and the
Newtonian principle of gravitation is now more firmly established, on the basis of reason, than it would be
were the government to step in, and to make it an article of necessary faith. Reason and experiment
have been indulged, and error has fled before them. It is error alone which needs the support of
government. Truth can stand by itself. Subject opinion to coercion: whom will you make your inquisitors?
Fallible men; men governed by bad passions, by private as well as public reasons. And why subject it to
coercion? To produce uniformity. But is uniformity of opinion desireable? No more than of face and
stature. Introduce the bed of Procrustes then, and as there is danger that the large men may beat the
small, make us all of a size, by lopping the former and stretching the latter. Difference of opinion is
advantageous in religion. The several sects perform the office of a Censor morum over each other. Is
uniformity attainable? Millions of innocent men, women, and children, since the introduction of
Christianity, have been burnt, tortured, fined, imprisoned; yet we have not advanced one inch towards



uniformity. What has been the effect of coercion? To make one half the world fools, and the other half
hypocrites. To support roguery and error all over the earth. Let us reflect that it is inhabited by a
thousand millions of people. That these profess probably a thousand different systems of religion. That
ours is but one of that thousand. That if there be but one right, and ours that one, we should wish to see
the 999 wandering sects gathered into the fold of truth. But against such a majority we cannot effect this
by force. Reason and persuasion are the only practicable instruments. To make way for these, free
enquiry must be indulged; and how can we wish others to indulge it while we refuse it ourselves. But
every state, says an inquisitor, has established some religion. No two, say I, have established the same.
Is this a proof of the infallibility of establishments? Our sister states of Pennsylvania and New York,
however, have long subsisted without any establishment at all. The experiment was new and doubtful
when they made it. It has answered beyond conception. They flourish infinitely. Religion is well
supported; of various kinds, indeed, but all good enough; all sufficient to preserve peace and order: or if
a sect arises, whose tenets would subvert morals, good sense has fair play, and reasons and laughs it
out of doors, without suffering the state to be troubled with it. They do not hang more malefactors than
we do. They are not more disturbed with religious dissensions. On the contrary, their harmony is
unparalleled, and can be ascribed to nothing but their unbounded tolerance, because there is no other
circumstance in which they differ from every nation on earth. They have made the happy discovery, that
the way to silence religious disputes, is to take no notice of them. Let us too give this experiment fair
play, and get rid, while we may, of those tyrannical laws. It is true, we are as yet secured against them
by the spirit of the times. | doubt whether the people of this country would suffer an execution for heresy,
or a three years imprisonment for not comprehending the mysteries of the Trinity. But is the spirit of the
people an infallible, a permanent reliance? Is it government? Is this the kind of protection we receive in
return for the rights we give up? Besides, the spirit of the times may alter, will alter. Our rulers will
become corrupt, our people careless. A single zealot may commence persecutor, and better men be his
victims. It can never be too often repeated, that the time for fixing every essential right on a legal basis is
whileour rulers are honest, and ourselves united. From the conclusion of this war we shall be going down
hill. 1t will not then be necessary to resort every moment to the people for support. They will be forgotten,
therefore, and their rights disregarded. They will forget themselves, but in the sole faculty of making
money, and will never think of uniting to effect a due respect for their rights. The shackles, therefore,
which shall not be knocked off at the conclusion of this war, will remain on us long, will be made heavier
and heawvier, till our rights shall revive or expire in a convulsion.

(*) Furneaux passim. [Page 173]

may, of those tyrannical laws. It is true, we are as yet secured against them by the spirit of the times. |
doubt whether the people of this country would suffer an execution for heresy, or a three years
imprisonment for not comprehending the mysteries of the Trinity. But is the spirit of the people an
infallible, a permanent reliance? Is it government? Is this the kind of protection we receive in return for
the rights we give up? Besides, the spirit of the times may alter, will alter. Our rulers will become corrupt,
our people careless. A single zealot may commence persecutor, and better men be his victims. It can
never be too often repeated, that the time for fixing every essential right on a legal basis is while our
rulers are honest, and ourselves united. From the conclusion of this war we shall be going down hill. It
will not then be necessary to resort every moment to the people for support. They will be forgotten,



therefore, and their rights disregarded. They will forget themselves, but in the sole faculty of making
money, and will never think of uniting to effect a due respect for their rights. The shackles, therefore,
which shall not be knocked off at the conclusion of this war, will remain on us long, will be made heavier
and heawvier, till our rights shall revive or expire in a convulsion.

QUERY XVII

THE PARTICULAR CUSTOMS AND MANNERS THAT MAY HAPPEN TO BE RECEIVED IN THAT
STATE?

It is difficult to determine on the standard by which the manners of an nation may be tried, whether
catholic, or particular. It is more difficult for a native to bring to that standard the manners of his own
nation, familiarized to him by habit. There must, doubtless, be an unhappy influence on the manners of
our people, produced by the existence of slavery among us. The whole commerce between master and
slave is a perpetual exercise of the most boisterous passions, the most unremitting despotism on the
one part, and degrading submissions on the other. Our children see this, and learn to imitate it; for man
is an imitative animal. This quality is the germ of all education in him. From his cradle to his grave he is
learning to do what he sees others do. If a parent could find no motive either in his philanthropy or his
self-love for restraining the intemperance of passion towards his slave, it should always be a sufficient
one that his child is present. But generally it is not sufficient. The parent storms, the child looks on,
catches the lineaments of wrath, puts on the same airs in the circle of smaller slaves, gives a loose to his
worst of passions, and thus nursed, educated, and daily exercised in tyranny, cannot but be stamped by
it with odious peculiarities. The man must be a prodigy who can retain his manners and morals
undepraved by such circumstances. And with what execration should the statesman be loaded, who
permitting one-half the citizens thus to trample on the rights of the other, transforms those into despots,
and these into enemies, destroys the morals of the one part, and the amor patriae of the other. For if a
slave can have a country in this world, it must be any other in preference to that in which he is born to
live and labor for another; in which he must lock up the faculties of his nature, contribute as far as
depends on his individual endeavors to the evanishment of the human race, or entail his own miserable
condition on the endless generations proceeding from him. With the morals of the people their industry is
also destroyed. For in a warm climate no man will labor for himself who can make another labor for him.
This is so true, that of the proprietors of slaves a very small proportion indeed are ever seen to labor.
And can the liberties of a nation be thought secure when we have removed their only firm basis, a
conviction in the minds of the people that these liberties are of the gift of God? That they are not to be
violated but with his wrath? Indeed | tremble for my country when | reflect that God is[Page 174]

just; that his justice cannot sleep forever; that considering numbers, nature and natural means only, a
revolution of the wheel of fortune, an exchange of situation is among possible events; that it may
become probably by supernatural interference. The Almighty has no attribute which can take side with us
in such a contest. But it is impossible to be temperate, and to pursue this subject through the various
considerations of policy, of morals, of history, natural and civil. We must be contented to hope they will



force their way into everyone’s mind. | think a change already perceptible, since the origin of the present
revolution. The spirit of the master is abating, that of the slave rising from dust, his condition mollifying,
the way | hope preparing, under the auspices of heaven, for a total emancipation, and that this is
disposed, in the order of events, to be with the consent of the masters, rather than by their extirpation.

QUERY XIX

THE PRESENT STATE OF MANUFACTURES, COMMERCE, INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR TRADE?

We never had an interior trade of any importance. Our exterior commerce has suffered very much from
the beginning of the present contest. During this time we have manufactured within our families the most
necessary articles of clothing. Those kinds of cotton will bear some comparison with the same kinds of
manufacture in Europe; but those of wool, flax and hemp, are very coarse, unsightly and unpleasant; and
such is our attachment to agriculture, and such our preference for foreign manufactures, that be it wise
or unwise, our people will certainly return as soon as they can to the raising raw materials, and

exchanging them for finer manufactures than they are able to execute themselves.




