
The best authenticated accounts informed us, that we 
were to pass through a country possessed by 
numerous, powerful and warlike nations of savages, of 
gigantic stature, fierce, treacherous and cruel; and 
particularly hostile to white men. And fame had united 
with tradition in opposing mountains to our course, 
which human enterprise and exertion would attempt in 
vain to pass. 
  
Patrick Gass, 14th May 1804 

Source Analysis 

What inferences can be made about the source below? Aim for at least five. 



The best authenticated accounts informed us, that we 
were to pass through a country possessed by 
numerous, powerful and warlike nations of savages, of 
gigantic stature, fierce, treacherous and cruel; and 
particularly hostile to white men. And fame had united 
with tradition in opposing mountains to our course, 
which human enterprise and exertion would attempt in 
vain to pass. 
  
Patrick Gass, 14th May 1804 

Source Analysis 

What inferences can be made about the source below? Focus on the sections that 
are underlined, and use the example to help you. 

‘savages’; perhaps about to 
encounter dangerous people. 


