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Thomas Jefferson’s World: A Resource for Middle and High School Classrooms 

I.  Vocabulary List: 

Boisterous 
Deplorable 
Embolden 
Entanglement 
Illimitable 
Natural Law 
Tyranny 
 
II. Curriculum Links: 
The Life of Thomas Jefferson and the Declaration of Independence are critical elements of 
virtually any history course covering early American History.  Thomas Jefferson’s World would 
be relevant material for these courses as well as courses in politics, government, or world 
history classes that focus on world revolutions and the role that enlightenment ideals played in 
many of them.  The activities presented in this guide would encourage students to develop a 
variety of skills related to reading, writing, analysis, and interpretation that are listed in the 
Common Core Standards.  
 
III. Pre-viewing activities 

1) Have students read the brief biography of Thomas Jefferson located on Monticello’s 
website:  http://www.monticello.org/site/jefferson/brief-biography-thomas-jefferson 
 

2) Students should also familiarize themselves with the timeline of Jefferson’s life available 
at: http://www.monticello.org/site/jefferson/timeline-jeffersons-life 

 Have students highlight what they feel are the most significant events listed on 
the timeline, and in small groups have them share their thoughts with their 
classmates. 

 
IV. Discussion Questions 

1) The film notes that Jefferson believed “human freedom was the surest path to human 
progress.”  What do you think Jefferson meant by this?  Do you agree? 
 

2) The film describes Jefferson as a man who loved Monticello, thinking it was an “essay in 
architecture” as well as one of the most beautiful and serene places he knew.  What do 
you think Jefferson’s love of architecture and nature teaches us about his personality?  
What does it teach us about the way he viewed the world? 

 
3) “Thomas Jefferson trusted human reason, and thought that with education ordinary 

people were capable of self government.”  Do you feel that education is the only 
requirement for a people to be capable of self government?  Are there any other 
requirements? 

http://www.monticello.org/site/jefferson/brief-biography-thomas-jefferson
http://www.monticello.org/site/jefferson/timeline-jeffersons-life
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4) Jefferson freed only five people in his will, and believed that “eliminating slavery would 

have to be the work of future a future generation.”  How should this impact the way we 
view his life, accomplishments, and beliefs? 

 
5) Jefferson’s belief in a “wall of separation” between church and state is well known.  

What are the virtues of such a philosophy?  Are there any instances in which 
government intrusion into religious affairs could be beneficial to a society? 
 

6) The film points out Jefferson’s belief that the only legitimate objects of government are 
individual freedom and happiness and the equal rights of man.  Do you agree with this?  
Do you think our current government operates under this principle?  Why or why not? 
 

V. Extended Activities 
 

1) A key element of Thomas Jefferson’s World was the idea that Thomas Jefferson’s ideas 
about liberty and equality had far reaching impacts.  Have students research one of the 
other independence movements or documents referenced in the film in order to 
determine whether or not America served as a model.  Students can present their 
findings in a research based essay or as an oral presentation to the rest of the class.   

 
2) Have students work in groups to compare and contrast seminal documents from other 

historical events referenced in the film.  Suggested Documents are at the end of this 
lesson plan and include: 

 
The Declaration of Independence (1776) 
The Declaration of Rights of Man (1789) 
The Haitian Declaration of Independence (1804)  
The Seneca Falls Declaration of Sentiments (1848) 
The Gettysburg Address (1863) 
Preamble to the Constitution of India (1949) 
Martin Luther King’s “I Have a Dream” Speech (1963) 
 

This activity could be done as a jigsaw in which each group compares the Declaration of 
Independence with one or two of the other documents and then presents their 
conclusions to the class.  Alternatively, this could be an extended activity in which 
students analyze all of the documents to evaluate similarities and differences between 
each of them. 

 
3) Encourage students to explore the words of Thomas Jefferson using Monticello’s 

database of Jefferson quotations, available here:  
http://www.monticello.org/site/jefferson/quotations 
 

http://www.monticello.org/site/jefferson/quotations
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Ask students to choose a quotation that they feel can teach us something about 
Jefferson and write a 1-2 paragraph personal response in which they explain their 
choice.  Encourage them to integrate information they have learned from viewing 
Thomas Jefferson’s World or from utilizing the other biographical resources available at 
Monticello’s website. The teacher can choose appropriate responses and ask students 
to submit them as a comment on the web page containing the quotation.  

 
4) Thomas Jefferson’s World shows us how important Monticello was to Jefferson.  Have 

students reflect on how someone’s home can teach us about their character and 
personality.  As a way helping students relate to this concept, have them write a one 
page description of their own home, including basic possessions, decorations, layout of 
furniture, etc.  Ask students to reflect on what they have written and what conclusions 
historians might arrive at about them if they were able to walk through their home in its 
current condition. 

 
After completing this exercise, direct students to Monticello’s virtual exhibits located 
here:  http://www.monticello.org/site/house-and-gardens/monticello-house. Students 
should be encouraged to explore both the interior and exterior of Monticello and to 
examine the many visuals and descriptions that are included.  After being given ample 
time to do this, they should discuss in small groups what conclusions they can draw 
about Jefferson.  Each group should have a spokesperson present their conclusions to 
the class. 

 
VI. The following pages include selections from relevant primary source documents: 
 
   The Declaration of Independence (1776) 

The Declaration of Rights of Man (1789) 
The Haitian Declaration of Independence (1804)  
The Seneca Falls Declaration of Sentiments (1848) 
The Gettysburg Address (1863) 
Preamble to the Constitution of India (1949) 
Martin Luther King’s “I Have a Dream” Speech (1963) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.monticello.org/site/house-and-gardens/monticello-house
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The Declaration of Independence 
July 4, 1776 

When, in the course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the 
political bands which have connected them with another, and to assume among the powers of 
the earth, the separate and equal station to which the laws of nature and of nature's God 
entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the 
causes which impel them to the separation. 

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed 
by their Creator with certain unalienable rights, that among these are life, liberty and the 
pursuit of happiness. That to secure these rights, governments are instituted among men, 
deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed. That whenever any form of 
government becomes destructive to these ends, it is the right of the people to alter or to 
abolish it, and to institute new government, laying its foundation on such principles and 
organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their safety and 
happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that governments long established should not be 
changed for light and transient causes; and accordingly all experience hath shown that mankind 
are more disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing 
the forms to which they are accustomed. But when a long train of abuses and usurpations, 
pursuing invariably the same object evinces a design to reduce them under absolute despotism, 
it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such government, and to provide new guards for 
their future security. --Such has been the patient sufferance of these colonies; and such is now 
the necessity which constrains them to alter their former systems of government. The history 
of the present King of Great Britain is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations, all having 
in direct object the establishment of an absolute tyranny over these states. To prove this, let 
facts be submitted to a candid world. 

He has refused his assent to laws, the most wholesome and necessary for the public good. 

He has forbidden his governors to pass laws of immediate and pressing importance, unless 
suspended in their operation till his assent should be obtained; and when so suspended, he has 
utterly neglected to attend to them. 

He has refused to pass other laws for the accommodation of large districts of people, unless 
those people would relinquish the right of representation in the legislature, a right inestimable 
to them and formidable to tyrants only. 

He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual, uncomfortable, and distant from the 
depository of their public records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing them into compliance with 
his measures. 

He has dissolved representative houses repeatedly, for opposing with manly firmness his 
invasions on the rights of the people. 
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He has refused for a long time, after such dissolutions, to cause others to be elected; whereby 
the legislative powers, incapable of annihilation, have returned to the people at large for their 
exercise; the state remaining in the meantime exposed to all the dangers of invasion from 
without, and convulsions within. 

He has endeavored to prevent the population of these states; for that purpose obstructing the 
laws for naturalization of foreigners; refusing to pass others to encourage their migration 
hither, and raising the conditions of new appropriations of lands. 

He has obstructed the administration of justice, by refusing his assent to laws for establishing 
judiciary powers. 

He has made judges dependent on his will alone, for the tenure of their offices, and the amount 
and payment of their salaries. 

He has erected a multitude of new offices, and sent hither swarms of officers to harass our 
people, and eat out their substance. 

He has kept among us, in times of peace, standing armies without the consent of our 
legislature. 

He has affected to render the military independent of and superior to civil power. 

He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction foreign to our constitution, and 
unacknowledged by our laws; giving his assent to their acts of pretended legislation: 

For quartering large bodies of armed troops among us: 

For protecting them, by mock trial, from punishment for any murders which they should 
commit on the inhabitants of these states: 

For cutting off our trade with all parts of the world: 

For imposing taxes on us without our consent: 

For depriving us in many cases, of the benefits of trial by jury: 

For transporting us beyond seas to be tried for pretended offenses: 

For abolishing the free system of English laws in a neighboring province, establishing therein an 
arbitrary government, and enlarging its boundaries so as to render it at once an example and fit 
instrument for introducing the same absolute rule in these colonies: 
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For taking away our charters, abolishing our most valuable laws, and altering fundamentally the 
forms of our governments: 

For suspending our own legislatures, and declaring themselves invested with power to legislate 
for us in all cases whatsoever. 

He has abdicated government here, by declaring us out of his protection and waging war 
against us. 

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our coasts, burned our towns, and destroyed the lives of 
our people. 

He is at this time transporting large armies of foreign mercenaries to complete the works of 
death, desolation and tyranny, already begun with circumstances of cruelty and perfidy scarcely 
paralleled in the most barbarous ages, and totally unworthy the head of a civilized nation. 

He has constrained our fellow citizens taken captive on the high seas to bear arms against their 
country, to become the executioners of their friends and brethren, or to fall themselves by their 
hands. 

He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and has endeavored to bring on the 
inhabitants of our frontiers, the merciless Indian savages, whose known rule of warfare, is 
undistinguished destruction of all ages, sexes and conditions. 

In every stage of these oppressions we have petitioned for redress in the most humble terms: 
our repeated petitions have been answered only by repeated injury. A prince, whose character 
is thus marked by every act which may define a tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free people. 

Nor have we been wanting in attention to our British brethren. We have warned them from 
time to time of attempts by their legislature to extend an unwarrantable jurisdiction over us. 
We have reminded them of the circumstances of our emigration and settlement here. We have 
appealed to their native justice and magnanimity, and we have conjured them by the ties of our 
common kindred to disavow these usurpations, which, would inevitably interrupt our 
connections and correspondence. They too have been deaf to the voice of justice and of 
consanguinity. We must, therefore, acquiesce in the necessity, which denounces our 
separation, and hold them, as we hold the rest of mankind, enemies in war, in peace friends. 

We, therefore, the representatives of the United States of America, in General Congress, 
assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions, do, 
in the name, and by the authority of the good people of these colonies, solemnly publish and 
declare, that these united colonies are, and of right ought to be free and independent states; 
that they are absolved from all allegiance to the British Crown, and that all political connection 
between them and the state of Great Britain, is and ought to be totally dissolved; and that as 
free and independent states, they have full power to levy war, conclude peace, contract 
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alliances, establish commerce, and to do all other acts and things which independent states 
may of right do. And for the support of this declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection 
of Divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our lives, our fortunes and our sacred 
honor. 
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Declaration of Rights of Man - 1789 

 

Approved by the National Assembly of France, August 26, 1789  

The representatives of the French people, organized as a National Assembly, believing that the 
ignorance, neglect, or contempt of the rights of man are the sole cause of public calamities and 
of the corruption of governments, have determined to set forth in a solemn declaration the 
natural, unalienable, and sacred rights of man, in order that this declaration, being constantly 
before all the members of the Social body, shall remind them continually of their rights and 
duties; in order that the acts of the legislative power, as well as those of the executive power, 
may be compared at any moment with the objects and purposes of all political institutions and 
may thus be more respected, and, lastly, in order that the grievances of the citizens, based 
hereafter upon simple and incontestable principles, shall tend to the maintenance of the 
constitution and redound to the happiness of all. Therefore the National Assembly recognizes 
and proclaims, in the presence and under the auspices of the Supreme Being, the following 
rights of man and of the citizen:  

Articles: 

1. Men are born and remain free and equal in rights. Social distinctions may be founded only 
upon the general good.  

2. The aim of all political association is the preservation of the natural and imprescriptible rights 
of man. These rights are liberty, property, security, and resistance to oppression.  

3. The principle of all sovereignty resides essentially in the nation. No body nor individual may 
exercise any authority which does not proceed directly from the nation.  

4. Liberty consists in the freedom to do everything which injures no one else; hence the 
exercise of the natural rights of each man has no limits except those which assure to the other 
members of the society the enjoyment of the same rights. These limits can only be determined 
by law.  

5. Law can only prohibit such actions as are hurtful to society. Nothing may be prevented which 
is not forbidden by law, and no one may be forced to do anything not provided for by law.  

6. Law is the expression of the general will. Every citizen has a right to participate personally, or 
through his representative, in its foundation. It must be the same for all, whether it protects or 
punishes. All citizens, being equal in the eyes of the law, are equally eligible to all dignities and 
to all public positions and occupations, according to their abilities, and without distinction 
except that of their virtues and talents.  
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7. No person shall be accused, arrested, or imprisoned except in the cases and according to the 
forms prescribed by law. Any one soliciting, transmitting, executing, or causing to be executed, 
any arbitrary order, shall be punished. But any citizen summoned or arrested in virtue of the 
law shall submit without delay, as resistance constitutes an offense.  

8. The law shall provide for such punishments only as are strictly and obviously necessary, and 
no one shall suffer punishment except it be legally inflicted in virtue of a law passed and 
promulgated before the commission of the offense.  

9. As all persons are held innocent until they shall have been declared guilty, if arrest shall be 
deemed indispensable, all harshness not essential to the securing of the prisoner's person shall 
be severely repressed by law.  

10. No one shall be disquieted on account of his opinions, including his religious views, provided 
their manifestation does not disturb the public order established by law.  

11. The free communication of ideas and opinions is one of the most precious of the rights of 
man. Every citizen may, accordingly, speak, write, and print with freedom, but shall be 
responsible for such abuses of this freedom as shall be defined by law.  

12. The security of the rights of man and of the citizen requires public military forces. These 
forces are, therefore, established for the good of all and not for the personal advantage of 
those to whom they shall be intrusted.  

13. A common contribution is essential for the maintenance of the public forces and for the 
cost of administration. This should be equitably distributed among all the citizens in proportion 
to their means.  

14. All the citizens have a right to decide, either personally or by their representatives, as to the 
necessity of the public contribution; to grant this freely; to know to what uses it is put; and to 
fix the proportion, the mode of assessment and of collection and the duration of the taxes.  

15. Society has the right to require of every public agent an account of his administration.  

16. A society in which the observance of the law is not assured, nor the separation of powers 
defined, has no constitution at all.  

17. Since property is an inviolable and sacred right, no one shall be deprived thereof except 
where public necessity, legally determined, shall clearly demand it, and then only on condition 
that the owner shall have been previously and equitably indemnified.  

 

 



Created by Brian Kellett for classroom.monticello.org, 2013 

Haitian Declaration of Independence 
January 1, 1804 
 

Citizens:  

It is not enough to have expelled the barbarians who have bloodied our land for two centuries; 
it is not enough to have restrained those ever-evolving factions that one after another mocked 
the specter of liberty that France dangled before you. We must, with one last act of national 
authority, forever assure the empire of liberty in the country of our birth; we must take any 
hope of re-enslaving us away from the inhuman government that for so long kept us in the 
most humiliating torpor. In the end we must live independent or die. 

Independence or death... let these sacred words unite us and be the signal of battle and of our 
reunion. 

… 

We have dared to be free, let us be thus by ourselves and for ourselves. Let us imitate the 
grown child: his own weight breaks the boundary that has become an obstacle to him. What 
people fought for us? What people wanted to gather the fruits of our labor? And what 
dishonorable absurdity to conquer in order to be enslaved. Enslaved?... Let us leave this 
description for the French; they have conquered but are no longer free. 

Let us walk down another path; let us imitate those people who, extending their concern into 
the future, and dreading to leave an example of cowardice for posterity, preferred to be 
exterminated rather than lose their place as one of the world's free peoples. 
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Seneca Falls Declaration of Sentiments 
1848 
 

When, in the course of human events, it becomes necessary for one portion of the family of 
man to assume among the people of the earth a position different from that which they have 
hitherto occupied, but one to which the laws of nature and of nature's God entitle them, a 
decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes that 
impel them to such a course. 

We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all men and women are created equal; that they 
are endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights; that among these are life, liberty, 
and the pursuit of happiness; that to secure these rights governments are instituted, deriving 
their just powers from the consent of the governed. Whenever any form of government 
becomes destructive of these ends, it is the right of those who suffer from it to refuse 
allegiance to it, and to insist upon the institution of a new government, laying its foundation on 
such principles, and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to 
effect their safety and happiness. 

Prudence, indeed, will dictate that governments long established should not be changed for 
light and transient causes; and accordingly all experience hath shown that mankind are more 
disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the forms 
to which they are accustomed. But when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing 
invariably the same object, evinces a design to reduce them under absolute despotism, it is 
their duty to throw off such government, and to provide new guards for their future security. 
Such has been the patient sufferance of the women under this government, and such is now 
the necessity which constrains them to demand the equal station to which they are entitled. 

The history of mankind is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations on the part of man 
toward woman, having in direct object the establishment of an absolute tyranny over her. To 
prove this, let facts be submitted to a candid world…. 
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The Gettysburg Address 
November 19, 1863 

Fourscore and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this continent a new nation, 
conceived in liberty and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal. Now we 
are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that nation or any nation so conceived and so 
dedicated can long endure. We are met on a great battlefield of that war. We have come to 
dedicate a portion of that field as a final resting-place for those who here gave their lives that 
that nation might live. It is altogether fitting and proper that we should do this. But in a larger 
sense, we cannot dedicate, we cannot consecrate, we cannot hallow this ground. The brave 
men, living and dead who struggled here have consecrated it far above our poor power to add 
or detract. The world will little note nor long remember what we say here, but it can never 
forget what they did here. It is for us the living rather to be dedicated here to the unfinished 
work which they who fought here have thus far so nobly advanced. It is rather for us to be here 
dedicated to the great task remaining before us--that from these honored dead we take 
increased devotion to that cause for which they gave the last full measure of devotion--that we 
here highly resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain, that this nation under God shall 
have a new birth of freedom, and that government of the people, by the people, for the people 
shall not perish from the earth. 
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Preamble to the Constitution of India 
1949 

WE, THE PEOPLE OF INDIA, having solemnly resolved to constitute India into a SOVEREIGN 
SOCIALIST SECULAR DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC and to secure to all its citizens: 

JUSTICE, social, economic and political; 

LIBERTY, of thought, expression, belief, faith and worship; 

EQUALITY of status and of opportunity; 

and to promote among them all 

FRATERNITY assuring the dignity of the individual and the unity and integrity of the Nation; 

IN OUR CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY this twenty-sixth day of November, 1949, DO HEREBY ADOPT, 
ENACT AND GIVE TO OURSELVES THIS CONSTITUTION. 
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Martin Luther King’s “I have a Dream” Speech 
August 28, 1963 
 

Five score years ago, a great American, in whose symbolic shadow we stand signed the 
Emancipation Proclamation. This momentous decree came as a great beacon light of hope to 
millions of Negro slaves who had been seared in the flames of withering injustice. It came as a 
joyous daybreak to end the long night of captivity.  

But one hundred years later, we must face the tragic fact that the Negro is still not free. One 
hundred years later, the life of the Negro is still sadly crippled by the manacles of segregation 
and the chains of discrimination. One hundred years later, the Negro lives on a lonely island of 
poverty in the midst of a vast ocean of material prosperity. One hundred years later, the Negro 
is still languishing in the corners of American society and finds himself an exile in his own land. 
So we have come here today to dramatize an appalling condition.  

In a sense we have come to our nation's capital to cash a check. When the architects of our 
republic wrote the magnificent words of the Constitution and the declaration of Independence, 
they were signing a promissory note to which every American was to fall heir. This note was a 
promise that all men would be guaranteed the inalienable rights of life, liberty, and the pursuit 
of happiness.  

It is obvious today that America has defaulted on this promissory note insofar as her citizens of 
color are concerned. Instead of honoring this sacred obligation, America has given the Negro 
people a bad check which has come back marked "insufficient funds." But we refuse to believe 
that the bank of justice is bankrupt. We refuse to believe that there are insufficient funds in the 
great vaults of opportunity of this nation. So we have come to cash this check -- a check that 
will give us upon demand the riches of freedom and the security of justice. We have also come 
to this hallowed spot to remind America of the fierce urgency of now. This is no time to engage 
in the luxury of cooling off or to take the tranquilizing drug of gradualism. Now is the time to 
rise from the dark and desolate valley of segregation to the sunlit path of racial justice. Now is 
the time to open the doors of opportunity to all of God's children. Now is the time to lift our 
nation from the quicksands of racial injustice to the solid rock of brotherhood.  

It would be fatal for the nation to overlook the urgency of the moment and to underestimate 
the determination of the Negro. This sweltering summer of the Negro's legitimate discontent 
will not pass until there is an invigorating autumn of freedom and equality. Nineteen sixty-three 
is not an end, but a beginning. Those who hope that the Negro needed to blow off steam and 
will now be content will have a rude awakening if the nation returns to business as usual. There 
will be neither rest nor tranquility in America until the Negro is granted his citizenship rights. 
The whirlwinds of revolt will continue to shake the foundations of our nation until the bright 
day of justice emerges.  
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But there is something that I must say to my people who stand on the warm threshold which 
leads into the palace of justice. In the process of gaining our rightful place we must not be guilty 
of wrongful deeds. Let us not seek to satisfy our thirst for freedom by drinking from the cup of 
bitterness and hatred.  

We must forever conduct our struggle on the high plane of dignity and discipline. We must not 
allow our creative protest to degenerate into physical violence. Again and again we must rise to 
the majestic heights of meeting physical force with soul force. The marvelous new militancy 
which has engulfed the Negro community must not lead us to distrust of all white people, for 
many of our white brothers, as evidenced by their presence here today, have come to realize 
that their destiny is tied up with our destiny and their freedom is inextricably bound to our 
freedom. We cannot walk alone.  

And as we walk, we must make the pledge that we shall march ahead. We cannot turn back. 
There are those who are asking the devotees of civil rights, "When will you be satisfied?" We 
can never be satisfied as long as our bodies, heavy with the fatigue of travel, cannot gain 
lodging in the motels of the highways and the hotels of the cities. We cannot be satisfied as 
long as the Negro's basic mobility is from a smaller ghetto to a larger one. We can never be 
satisfied as long as a Negro in Mississippi cannot vote and a Negro in New York believes he has 
nothing for which to vote. No, no, we are not satisfied, and we will not be satisfied until justice 
rolls down like waters and righteousness like a mighty stream.  

I am not unmindful that some of you have come here out of great trials and tribulations. Some 
of you have come fresh from narrow cells. Some of you have come from areas where your 
quest for freedom left you battered by the storms of persecution and staggered by the winds of 
police brutality. You have been the veterans of creative suffering. Continue to work with the 
faith that unearned suffering is redemptive.  

Go back to Mississippi, go back to Alabama, go back to Georgia, go back to Louisiana, go back to 
the slums and ghettos of our northern cities, knowing that somehow this situation can and will 
be changed. Let us not wallow in the valley of despair.  

I say to you today, my friends, that in spite of the difficulties and frustrations of the moment, I 
still have a dream. It is a dream deeply rooted in the American dream.  

I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and live out the true meaning of its creed: 
"We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all men are created equal."  

I have a dream that one day on the red hills of Georgia the sons of former slaves and the sons 
of former slaveowners will be able to sit down together at a table of brotherhood.  

I have a dream that one day even the state of Mississippi, a desert state, sweltering with the 
heat of injustice and oppression, will be transformed into an oasis of freedom and justice.  
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I have a dream that my four children will one day live in a nation where they will not be judged 
by the color of their skin but by the content of their character.  

I have a dream today.  

I have a dream that one day the state of Alabama, whose governor's lips are presently dripping 
with the words of interposition and nullification, will be transformed into a situation where 
little black boys and black girls will be able to join hands with little white boys and white girls 
and walk together as sisters and brothers.  

I have a dream today.  

I have a dream that one day every valley shall be exalted, every hill and mountain shall be made 
low, the rough places will be made plain, and the crooked places will be made straight, and the 
glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together.  

This is our hope. This is the faith with which I return to the South. With this faith we will be able 
to hew out of the mountain of despair a stone of hope. With this faith we will be able to 
transform the jangling discords of our nation into a beautiful symphony of brotherhood. With 
this faith we will be able to work together, to pray together, to struggle together, to go to jail 
together, to stand up for freedom together, knowing that we will be free one day.  

This will be the day when all of God's children will be able to sing with a new meaning, "My 
country, 'tis of thee, sweet land of liberty, of thee I sing. Land where my fathers died, land of 
the pilgrim's pride, from every mountainside, let freedom ring."  

And if America is to be a great nation this must become true. So let freedom ring from the 
prodigious hilltops of New Hampshire. Let freedom ring from the mighty mountains of New 
York. Let freedom ring from the heightening Alleghenies of Pennsylvania!  

Let freedom ring from the snowcapped Rockies of Colorado!  

Let freedom ring from the curvaceous peaks of California!  

But not only that; let freedom ring from Stone Mountain of Georgia!  

Let freedom ring from Lookout Mountain of Tennessee!  

Let freedom ring from every hill and every molehill of Mississippi. From every mountainside, let 
freedom ring.  

When we let freedom ring, when we let it ring from every village and every hamlet, from every 
state and every city, we will be able to speed up that day when all of God's children, black men 
and white men, Jews and Gentiles, Protestants and Catholics, will be able to join hands and sing 
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in the words of the old Negro spiritual, "Free at last! free at last! Thank God Almighty, we are 
free at last!"  

 


