A PLAN FOR THE MERINOS

To the President of the United States

(JAMES MADISON)

Monticelly, May 13, 1810

DEAR Sir,—I thank you for your promised -attention to my
portion of the Merinos, and if there be any expenses of trans-
portation, &c., and you will be so good as to advance my-
portion of them with yours and notify the amount, it shall be
promptly remitted. What shall we do with them? I have been

so disgusted with the scandalous extortions lately practised in
the sale of these animals, and with the description of patio-

tism and praise to the sellers, as if the thousands of dollars
apiece they have not been ashamed to receive were not reward
enough, that I am disposed to consider as right, whatever is

the reverse of what they have done. Since fortune has put the .

occasion upon us, is it not incumbent upon us so to dispense
this benefit to the farmers of our country, as to put to shame
those who, forgetting their. own wealth and the honest sim-
plicity of the farmers, have thought them fit objects of the
shaving art, and to excite, by a better example, the condem-
nation due to theirs? No sentiment is more acknowledged. in
the family of Agriculturists than that the few who can afford
it should incur the risk and expense of all new improvements,
and give the benefit freely to the many of more restricted cir<
cumstances. The question then recurs, What are we to do
with them? I shall be willing to concur with you in any plaw
you shall approve, and in order that we may have some prop=
osition to begin upon, I will throw out a first idea, to 'be
modified or postponed to whatever you shall think better, ...

- Give all the full-blooded mrales we can raise to the differenit
counties of our State, one to each, as fast as we can furnish
them. And as there must be some rule of priority for the disv
tribution, let us begin with our own counties, which are con-~
tiguous and nearly central to the State, and proceed, circle:
aftter circle, till we have given'a ram to every county. This'will
take about seven years, if we add to the full descendants those:
which will have past to the fourth generation from common
ewes, to make the benefit of a single male as general as prac-
ticable to the county, we may ask some known sharacter in
each county to have 2 small society formed which shall receive
the animal and prescribe rules for his care and government:
We should retain ourselves all the full-blooded ewes, that they
may enable us the sooner to furnish a.male to every county!
When all shall have been provided with rams, we may, in
year or two more, be in a condition to give an ewe also tdj
every county, if it be thought necessary. But I'suppose it will

not, as four generations from their full-bl ill gi
tth;n t:tih'lc pure race from common ewes. coded ram vilgve
- *In the meantime we shall not be without a profit indemni-
fymg our trouble and expense. For if of our pE;cscnt stocnl:x:)lf
common ewes, we place with the ram as many as he may be
competenit to, suppose fifty, we may sell the male lambs of
overy year for such reasonable price as in addition to the
wool, will pay for the maintenance of the flock. The fist year
;h;y ‘wx.ll be half bloods, the second three-quarters, the third
seven-eights, and. the fourth full-blooded, if we take care in
selling annually half the ewes also, to keep those of highest
blood, this will be a fund for kindnesses to our friends, as
wcll as for mdcmm'ﬁc‘ation to ourselves; and our whole State
may thus, from this small ‘stock,.so dispersed, be filled in a
very few years with this valuable race, and more satisfaction
result to ourselves than money ever administered to the bo-
$om of a shaver. There will be danger that what is here pro-
posed, though but an act of ordi ary duty, may be perverted
into-one of ostentation, but malice will always find bad mo-
tives for good actions. Shall we therefore never do good? It
may also be used to commit us with those on whose example
it will truly be a reproof. We may guard against this perhaps
z)lrtiz II;’fOPCf reserve, developing our purpose only by its exe-

Vlvc,'vale,. et siquid novisti rectius istis
Candidus imperti sinon, his ulere mecum.
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