‘WAR WITH ENGLAND

To Geneval Thaddeus Kosciusko

Monticello, June 28,1812

« “Our manufacturers are now very nearly on a footing with
those of England. She has not a single improvement which
we do not possess, and many of them better adapted by our-
sclves to our ordinary use. We have reduced the large and
expensive machinery for most things to the compass of a pri-
vate family, and every family of any size is now getting ma-
thines on a small scale for their household purposes. Quoting
myself as an example, and I am much behind many others in
.this business, my household marufactures are just getting
| into operation 'on the scale of a carding machine costing $60
only, which may be worked by a girl of twelve years old, a
spinning machine, which may' be made for $10, carrying 6
spindles for wool, to be worked by a girl also, another which
can be made for $25, carrying 12 spindles for cotton, and a
| loom, with a flying shuttle, weaving its twenty yards a day. I

need 2,000 yards of linen, cotton and woollen yearly, to
clothe my family, which this machinery, costing $150 only,
and worked by two women and two girls, will more than
furnish. For fine goods there are numerous establishments at
work in the large cities, and many more daily growing up;
and of merinos we have some thousands, and these multiply-
ing fast. We consider a sheep for every person as sufficient for
their woollen clothing, and this State and all to the north
have fully that, and those to the south and west will soon be
up to it. In other articles we are equally advanced, so that
nothing is more certain than that, come peace when it will,
we shall never again go to England for a shilling where we
| have gone for a dollar’s worth. | ‘ '
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