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Jefferson’s	  Upbringing	  in	  Central	  Virginia	  Source	  Packet	  
‘Dreams	  of	  the	  Future’	  

	  
Document	  A-‐Shadwell	  Kitchen	  Inventory	  

	  

	  

	  
Sources	  A-‐D	  come	  from	  primary	  documents	  of	  the	  Shadwell	  farm	  plantation,	  where	  
Thomas	  Jefferson	  was	  born	  in	  1743	  a	  few	  miles	  east	  of	  Monticello.	  All	  tables	  are	  
from	  Kern,	  Susan.	  The	  Jeffersons	  At	  Shadwell.	  New	  Haven:	  Yale	  University	  Press,	  
2010.	  
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Document	  B-‐Shadwell	  Book	  Inventory	  	  
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Document	  C-‐Inventory	  of	  Enslaved	  Men	  and	  Women	  at	  Shadwell	  
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Documents	  D-‐F	  are	  original	  artifacts	  and	  objects	  from	  Jefferson’s	  youth	  in	  central	  
Virginia.	  All	  photos	  are	  by	  Eric	  Schmalz,	  2014,	  Courtesy	  of	  the	  Exhibit	  To	  Try	  All	  
Things,	  Monticello	  Visitor	  Center/Thomas	  Jefferson	  Foundation.	  

	  
	  

Document	  D-‐Sundial	  Ring	  
	  

	  
	  



Eric	  Schmalz	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Monticello	  Teacher	  Institute	  2014	  

Document	  E-‐Fork,	  Handle,	  Teaspoon,	  and	  Teawares	  from	  Shadwell	  
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Document	  F-‐Jefferson’s	  Schoolboy	  Volume	  of	  Virgil’s	  poetry	  
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Document	  G	  is	  an	  excerpt	  from	  Jon	  Meacham’s	  2012	  biography	  Thomas	  Jefferson:	  the	  
Art	  of	  Power.	  New	  York:	  Random	  House,	  2012,	  p.	  11.	  Jefferson’s	  father,	  Peter	  
Jefferson,	  died	  when	  Thomas	  was	  14	  years	  old,	  leaving	  Thomas	  as	  the	  unofficial	  
head	  of	  the	  household.	  In	  his	  biography,	  Meacham	  tells	  of	  the	  impact	  Jefferson’s	  
mother	  may	  have	  had	  on	  his	  life	  from	  the	  time	  after	  Peter	  Jefferson’s	  death.	  

	  
	  

	  
Shadwell	  was	  to	  be	  dominated	  by	  Thomas’s	  mother,	  Jane	  

Randolph	  Jefferson,	  who	  almost	  certainly	  exerted	  as	  great	  an	  influence	  
on	  her	  eldest	  son	  as	  the	  legend	  of	  Peter	  Jefferson	  did—but	  in	  subtler	  
ways.	  
	   To	  all	  appearances,	  Jane	  ran	  things	  as	  she	  saw	  fit.	  Literature,	  
social,	  fond	  of	  cultivated	  things—from	  fancy	  plate	  and	  crockery	  to	  well-‐
made	  furniture	  to	  fine	  clothing—she	  was	  to	  endure	  the	  death	  of	  a	  
husband,	  cope	  with	  the	  deaths	  of	  children,	  and	  remain	  in	  control	  to	  the	  
end,	  immersed	  in	  the	  universe	  around	  her	  and	  in	  the	  lives	  of	  those	  she	  
loved.	  

That	  her	  eldest	  son	  grew	  to	  become	  just	  such	  an	  unflinching,	  
resilient	  aristocrat	  is	  no	  surprise.	  Thomas	  Jefferson’s	  bravery	  in	  the	  face	  
of	  domestic	  tragedy	  and	  his	  determination	  to	  have	  his	  own	  way	  on	  his	  
own	  land	  among	  his	  own	  people	  could	  owe	  something	  to	  the	  example	  of	  
a	  mother	  from	  whom	  he	  learned	  much	  about	  negotiating	  the	  storms	  of	  
life.	  
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Document	  H	  is	  a	  modern-‐day	  image	  of	  the	  Tuckahoe	  schoolhouse	  where	  Thomas	  
Jefferson	  began	  his	  formal	  education	  as	  a	  young	  boy.	  The	  Jefferson	  family	  lived	  in	  
Tuckahoe	  from	  1746	  and	  1751.	  After	  his	  family	  moved	  back	  to	  Shadwell,	  Jefferson	  
continued	  his	  education,	  boarding	  with	  rectors	  first	  in	  Goochland	  and	  then	  in	  
Albemarle	  County.	  	  
	  
Photo	  by	  Justine	  Sarafin,	  Thomas	  Jefferson	  Foundation	  Staff,	  Thomas	  Jefferson	  
Foundation.	  https://seaofliberty.org/print/143;	  
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Document	  I	  is	  a	  modern	  image	  of	  the	  foundation	  of	  the	  original	  Shadwell	  house,	  
which	  archeologists	  excavated	  in	  1991.	  The	  original	  house	  was	  a	  one-‐and-‐a-‐half	  
story	  planation	  house	  with	  a	  brick	  cellar.	  The	  house	  burned	  on	  February	  1,	  1770.	  
While	  the	  Jefferson	  family	  built	  another	  house	  after	  the	  original	  burned	  down,	  it	  was	  
never	  as	  large.	  	  
	  
Photo	  courtesy	  of	  the	  Thomas	  Jefferson	  Foundation.	  
http://explorer.monticello.org/text/index.php?id=10239&type=11	  	  
	  
	  
	  

	  


