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“The Yeoman Farmer”

Jefferson envisaged an agrarian nation of farmers, like 

himself, in contrast to the urban environments that he saw 

as a corrupting influence on society.

He wrote James Madison in December 1787:

“I think our governments will remain virtuous for many 

centuries; as long as they are chiefly agricultural; and this 

will be as long as there shall be vacant lands in any part of 

America. When they get piled upon one another in large 

cities, as in Europe, they will become corrupt as in Europe”

http://founders.archives.gov/documents/Jefferson/01-12-02-0454



This is 
Jefferson’s 
estate at 

Monticello, just 
outside of 

Charlottesville, 
Virginia -
again…

What is missing
from this 

present-day 
image?



Jefferson as a slave 
owner

Jefferson had very complicated views 

on slavery. He believed in the abolition 

of slavery, calling it a “hideous blot” and 

a “moral depravity” but in his lifetime he 

owned over 600 enslaved workers. After 

his death, his will freed only five of them. 

When it came to creating an “empire of 

liberty” – just like his Declaration of 

Independence, Jefferson was not 

including enslaved African Americans in 

his calculations (at least in the short 

term). 

Isaac 
Granger 
Jefferson

One of the 
enslaved men 
working on 
Jefferson’s 
estate. Later 
in life he 
recorded his 
experiences 
(a transcript 
of which is 
available 
online via the 
Monticello 
website).

https://www.monticello.org/slavery-at-monticello/enslaved-families-
monticello/granger-family [Accessed 13 July 2016]
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The Missouri 
Compromise, 1820

In 1820 a settlement was found 

between those (primarily in the North) 

who wanted all territory from the 

Louisiana Purchase to remain “free”, 

and those (primarily in the South) who 

wanted the territory to be open to the 

introduction of slavery. The compromise 

was that Missouri would be able to join 

the union as a slave state (with Maine 

joining as a free state) but, in future, 

territory above Missouri’s southern 

border would be closed to slavery.


