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. . . A great people has been moved to defend a great nation.  Terrorist attacks can shake the foundations of our biggest 

buildings, but they cannot touch the foundation of America.  These acts shatter steel, but they cannot dent the steel of 

American resolve.  America was targeted for attack because we’re the brightest beacon for freedom and opportunity in the 

world.  And no one will keep that light from shining.  Today, our nation saw evil – the very worst of human nature – and we 

responded with the best of America.  With the daring of our rescue workers, with the caring for strangers and neighbors 

who came to give blood and help in any way they could. 

Immediately following the first attack, I implemented our government’s emergency response plans.  Our military is 

powerful, and it’s prepared.  Our emergency teams are working in New York City and Washington D. C. to help with local 

rescue efforts.  Our first priority is to get help to those who have been injured, and to take every precaution to protect our 

citizens at home and around the world from further attacks.  The functions of our government continue without 

interruption.  Federal agencies in Washington which had to be evacuated today are reopening for essential personnel 

tonight and will be open for business tomorrow.  Our financial institutions remain strong, and the American economy will 

be open for business as well. . . .  

The search is underway for those who were behind these evil acts.  I have directed the full resources of our intelligence and 

law enforcement communities to find those responsible and to bring them to justice.  We will make no distinction between 

the terrorists who committed these acts and those who harbor them. . . .  
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My fellow citizens. At this hour, American and coalition forces are in the early stages of military operations to disarm Iraq, 
to free its people and to defend the world from grave danger. 

On my orders, coalition forces have begun striking selected targets of military importance to undermine Saddam Hussein's 
ability to wage war. These are opening stages of what will be a broad and concerted campaign. 

More than 35 countries are giving crucial support from the use of naval and air bases to help with intelligence and logistics 
to deployment of combat units. 

Every nation in this coalition has chosen to bear the duty and share the honour of serving in our common defence. . . . 

In this conflict America faces an enemy that has no regard for conventions of war or rules of morality. 

Saddam Hussein has placed Iraqi troops and equipment in civilian areas, attempting to use innocent men, women and 
children as shields for his own military. A final atrocity against his people. 

I want Americans and all the world to know that coalition forces will make every effort to spare innocent civilians from 
harm. . . .  

Our nation enters this conflict reluctantly, yet our purpose is sure. The people of the United States and our friends and 
allies will not live at the mercy of an outlaw regime that threatens the peace with weapons of mass murder. 

We will meet that threat now with our army, air force, navy, coastguard and marines so that we do not have to meet it 
later with armies of firefighters and police and doctors on the streets of our cities. 

Now that conflict has come, the only way to limit its duration is to apply decisive force and I assure you this will not be a 
campaign of half measures and we will accept no outcome but victory. . . . 


