
Jefferson’s Fair Copy, [4 October 1798] 
 
…Resolved that the several states composing the US. of America are not 
united on the principle of unlimited submission to their general 
government; but that by a compact under the style and title of a 
Constitution for the US. and of amendments thereto, they constituted a 
general government for special purposes, delegated to that government 
certain definite powers, reserving, each state to itself, the residuary mass of 
right to their own self-government; & that whensoever the General 
government assumes undelegated powers, it’s acts are unauthoritative, 
void, & of no1 force: that to this compact each state acceded as a state, and 
is an integral party, it’s co-states forming, as to itself, the other party: that 
the government created by this compact was not made the exclusive or 
final judge of the extent of the powers delegated to itself; since that would 
have made it’s discretion, & not the constitution, the measure of it’s 
powers; but that, as in all other cases of compact among powers having no 
common judge, each party has an equal right to judge for itself, as well of 
infractions, as of the mode & measure of redress. 
 
…Resolved that it is true as a general principle, and is also expressly 
declared by one of the Amendments to the Constitution that ‘the powers 
not delegated to the US. by the constitution, nor prohibited by it to the 
states, are reserved to the states respectively or to the people’; and that no 
power over the freedom of religion, freedom of speech, or freedom of the 
press being delegated to the US. by the constitution, nor prohibited by it to 
the states, all lawful powers respecting the same did of right remain, & 
were reserved, to the states or the people: that thus was manifested their 
determination to retain to themselves the right of judging how far the 
licentiousness of speech & of the press may be abridged without lessening 
their useful freedom, and how far those abuses which cannot be separated 
from their use should be tolerated rather than the use be destroyed; and 
thus also they guarded against all abridgment by the US. of the freedom of 
religious opinions and exercises, & retained to themselves the right of 
protecting the same, as this state, by a law passed on the general demand of 
it’s citizens, had already protected them from all human restraint or 
interference 
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Washington’s Farewell Address, 19 September 1796 
 
…the unity of Government which constitutes you one people, is also now 
dear to you. It is justly so; for it is a main pillar in the edifice of your real 
independence, the support of your tranquility at home, your peace abroad; 
of your safety; of your prosperity; of that very Liberty which you so highly 
prize. But as it is easy to foresee, that from different causes and from 
different quarters, much pains will be taken, many artifices employed, to 
weaken in your minds the conviction of this truth; as this is the point in 
your political fortress against which the batteries of internal and external 
enemies will be most constantly and actively (though often covertly and 
insidiously) directed, it is of infinite moment, that you should properly 
estimate the immense value of your national Union, to your collective and 
individual happiness; that you should cherish a cordial, habitual and 
unmoveable attachment to it; accustoming yourselves to think and speak of 
it as of the Palladium of your political safety and prosperity; watching for 
its preservation with jealous anxiety; discountenancing whatever may 
suggest even a suspicion that it can in any event be abandoned; and 
indignantly frowning upon the first dawning of every attempt to alienate 
any portion of our country from the rest, or to enfeeble the sacred ties 
which now link together the various parts. 
 
…to the efficacy and permanency of your Union, a Government for the 
whole is indispensable—No alliances, however strict, between the parts can 
be an adequate substitute; they must inevitably experience the infractions 
and interruptions which all alliances in all times have experienced. 
Sensible of this momentous truth, you have improved upon your first 
essay, by the adoption of a Constitution of Government better calculated 
than your former for an intimate Union, and for the efficacious 
management of your common concerns. This Government, the offspring of 
our own choice, uninfluenced and unawed, adopted upon full investigation 
and mature deliberation, completely free in its principles, in the 
distribution of its powers, uniting security with energy, and containing 
within itself a provision for its own amendment, has a just claim to your 
confidence and your support. Respect for its authority, compliance with its 
laws, acquiescence in its measures, are duties enjoined by the fundamental 
maxims of true Liberty. 
 
…Towards the preservation of your government, and the permanency of 
your present happy state, it is requisite, not only that you steadily 
discountenance irregular oppositions to its acknowledged authority, but 
also that you resist with care the spirit of innovation upon its principles 
however specious the pretexts. 
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