
Radio-TV address of the President to the Nation from the White House, October 22, 1962: 

Jfklibrary.org 

Good evening, my fellow citizens: 

This government, as promised, has maintained the closest surveillance of the Soviet military build-up on 

the island of Cuba.  Within the past week, unmistakable evidence has established the fact that a series 

of offensive missile sites is now in preparation on that imprisoned island.  The purpose of these bases 

can be none other than to provide a nuclear strike capability against the Western Hemisphere. . . .  

We no longer live in a world where only the actual firing of weapons represents a sufficient challenge to 

a nation’s security to constitute maximum peril.  Nuclear weapons are so destructive and ballistic 

missiles are so swift, that any substantially increased possibility of their use or any sudden change in 

their deployment may well be regarded as a definite threat to peace. . . . 

Acting, therefore, in the defense of our own security and of the entire Western Hemisphere, and under 

the authority entrusted to me by the Constitution as endorsed by the Resolution of the Congress, I have 

directed that the following initial steps be taken immediately: 

10 First: To halt this offensive build-up, a strict quarantine on all offensive military equipment under 

shipment to Cuba is being initiated.  All ships of any kind bound for Cuba from whatever nation or port 

will, if found to contain cargoes of offensive weapons, be turned back. . . . 

The path we have chosen for the present is full of hazards, as all paths are – but it is the one most 

consistent with our character and courage as a nation and our commitments around the world.  The cost 

of freedom is always high – but Americans have always paid it.  And one path we shall never choose, and 

that is the path of surrender or submission. 

 

 

Letter from John F. Kennedy to Nikita Krushchev, October 28, 1962. 
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. . . Mr. Chairman, both of our countries have great unfinished tasks and I know that your people as well 
as those of the United States can ask for nothing better than to pursue them free from the fear of war. 
Modern science and technology have given us the possibility of making labor fruitful beyond anything 
that could have been dreamed of a few decades ago. 
I agree with you that we must devote urgent attention to the problem of disarmament, as it relates to 
the whole world and also to critical areas. Perhaps now, as we step back from danger, we can together 
make real progress in this vital field. I think we should give priority to questions relating to the 
proliferation of nuclear weapons, on earth and in outer space, and to the great effort for a nuclear test 
ban. But we should also work hard to see if wider measures of disarmament can be agreed and put into 
operation at an early date. The United States Government will be prepared to discuss these questions 
urgently, and in a constructive spirit, at Geneva or elsewhere. . . . 
 


