Focus Question: To what extent is Thomas Jefferson’s view on the role of

Directions:

democracy in the world similar to that of Woodrow Wilson?

1. Consider the focus question and what you already know

2. Using prior knowledge, notes, your text, and online research fill in the chart below,

comparing Thomas Jefferson in the first column and Woodrow Wilson in the second

a. Bullet-points are acceptable for the chart

b. Hyper-link information outside of your notes/text to the site used

c. Follow all directions/answer all questions for each column

3. Complete the writing prompt

Thomas Jefferson

Woodrow Wilson

Background/Context:
Who were they/When
were they/What is
happening in the
world?

Foreign Policy:
Interventionist or
Isolationist? How do
you know (give 2-3
examples of specific
ideas/actions/laws for
each)

Primary Source
Analysis 1: What does
the author have to say
about our government
(direct quotes)?

https://www.loc.gov/exhibits/jefferson/181.h

https://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?doc=6

tml

1&page=transcript Search for “democracy” and
read the paragraphs containing the word (15 &
20)

Theme: America in the World

Historical Thinking Skill: Continuity and Change Over Time; Comparison



https://www.loc.gov/exhibits/jefferson/181.html
https://www.loc.gov/exhibits/jefferson/181.html
https://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?doc=61&page=transcript
https://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?doc=61&page=transcript

Focus Question: To what extent is Thomas Jefferson’s view on the role of
democracy in the world similar to that of Woodrow Wilson?

Answer each of the questions below in approximately a paragraph each.
1. Considering American government, explain the quotes about “a ball of liberty” and “the
world made safe for democracy.” What do they mean?

2. What do these two quotes tell you about what Jefferson and Wilson each believed
about our government? To what extent are they similar?

3. What is the relationship between these two quotes?

Theme: America in the World
Historical Thinking Skill: Continuity and Change Over Time; Comparison



