
Document Based Question  
 

Evaluate the changes in America ideology and policy towards American Indians 
between the time period of 1763-1835.   
 
 

Document 1  
The Royal Proclamation of 1763 
King George  
And whereas it is just and reasonable, and essential to our Interest, and the Security of 
our Colonies, that the several Nations or Tribes of Indians with whom We are connected, 
and who live under our Protection, should not be molested or disturbed in the Possession 
of such Parts of Our Dominions and Territories as, not having been ceded to or purchased 
by Us, are reserved to them. or any of them, as their Hunting Grounds.--We do therefore, 
with the Advice of our Privy Council, declare it to be our Royal Will and Pleasure. that 
no Governor or Commander in Chief in any of our Colonies of Quebec, East Florida. or 
West Florida, do presume, upon any Pretence whatever, to grant Warrants of Survey, or 
pass any Patents for Lands beyond the Bounds of their respective Governments. as 
described in their Commissions: as also that no Governor or Commander in Chief in any 
of our other Colonies or Plantations in America do presume for the present… 
 
And We do further declare it to be Our Royal Will and Pleasure, for the present as 
aforesaid, to reserve under our Sovereignty, Protection, and Dominion, for the use of the 
said Indians, all the Lands and Territories not included within the Limits of Our said 
Three new Governments, or within the Limits of the Territory granted to the Hudson's 
Bay Company, as also all the Lands and Territories lying to the Westward of the Sources 
of the Rivers which fall into the Sea from the West and North West as aforesaid. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Document 2 
Treaty of Greenville 
 Concluded August 3, 1795 
A treaty of peace between the United States of America, and the tribes of Indians called 
the Wyandots, Delawares, Shawanees, Ottawas, Chippewas, Pattawatimas, Miamis, Eel 
Rivers, Weas, Kickapoos, Piankeshaws, and Kaskaskias. 
To put an end to a destructive war, to settle all controversies, and to restore harmony and 
friendly intercourse between the said United States and Indian tribes, Anthony Wayne, 
major general commanding the army of the United States… 
 
Art. 1: 
Henceforth all hostilities shall cease; peace is hereby established, and shall be perpetual; 
and a friendly intercourse shall take place between the said United States and Indian 
tribes. 
 
Art. 3 to indemnify the United States for the injuries and expenses they have sustained 
during the war, the said Indian tribes do hereby cede and relinquish forever, all their 
claims to the lands lying eastwardly and southwardly of the general boundary line now 
described: and these lands, or any part of them, shall never hereafter be made a cause or 
pretence, on the part of the said tribes, or any of them, of war or injury to the United 
States, or any of the people thereof. 
Art. 4: 
In consideration of the peace now established, and of the cessions and relinquishments of 
lands made in the preceding article by the said tribes of Indians, and to manifest the 
liberality of the United States, as the great means of rendering this peace strong and 
perpetual, the United States relinquish their claims to all other Indian lands northward of 
the river Ohio: 
Art. 7: 
The said tribes of Indians, parties to this treaty, shall be at liberty to hunt within the 
territory and lands which they have now ceded to the United States, without hindrance or 
molestation, so long as they demean themselves peaceably, and offer no injury to the 
people of the United States. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Document 3 
Lewis and Clark Expedition  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Document 4  
Thomas Jefferson to Meriwether Lewis 
June 1803 
"The object of your mission is to explore the Missouri river, & such principal stream of 
it, as, by it's course & communication with the water of the Pacific ocean may offer the 
most direct & practicable water communication across this continent, for the purposes of 
commerce. 
 
"Beginning at the mouth of the Missouri, you will take observations of latitude and 
longitude at all remarkable points on the river, & especially at the mouths of rivers, at 
rapids, at islands & other places & objects distinguished by such natural marks & 
characters of a durable kind, as that they may with certainty be recognized hereafter. The 
courses of the river between these points of observation may be supplied by the compass, 
the log-line & by time, corrected by the observations themselves. The variations of the 
compass too, in different places should be  
 



Document 5 
Thomas Jefferson’s Letter to the Chiefs of the Cherokee Nations  
January 10, 1806 
MY FRIENDS AND CHILDREN, CHIEFLY OF THE CHEROKEE NATION, -- 
Having now finished our business and to mutual satisfaction, I cannot take leave of you 
without expressing the satisfaction I have received from your visit. I see with my own 
eyes that the endeavors we have been making to encourage and lead you in the way of 
improving your situation have not been unsuccessful; it has been like grain sown in good 
ground, producing abundantly. You are becoming farmers, learning the use of the plough 
and the hoe, enclosing your grounds and employing that labor in their cultivation which 
you formerly employed in hunting and in war; and I see handsome specimens of cotton 
cloth raised, spun and wove by yourselves… 
 
…When a man has property, earned by his own labor, he will not like to see another 
come and take it from him because he happens to be stronger, or else to defend it by 
spilling blood. You will find it necessary then to appoint good men, as judges, to decide 
contests between man and man, according to reason and to the rules you shall establish. If 
you wish to be aided by our counsel and experience in these things we shall always be 
ready to assist you with our advice. 
 
My children, it is unnecessary for me to advise you against spending all your time and 
labor in warring with and destroying your fellow-men, and wasting your own members. 
You already see the folly and iniquity of it…Some of them cross the Mississippi to go 
and destroy people who have never done them an injury. My children, this is wrong and 
must not be; if we permit them to cross the Mississippi to war with the Indians on the 
other side of that river, we must let those Indians cross the river to take revenge on you. I 
say again, this must not be. The Mississippi now belongs to us. It must not be a river of 
blood.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Document 6  
 

Thomas Jefferson’s Address To the Wolf and People of the Mandan Nation 
Washington, December 30, 1806 
MY CHILDREN, THE WOLF AND PEOPLE OF THE MANDAN NATION: -- 
I take you by the hand of friendship hearty welcome to the seat of the government of the 
United States. The journey which you have taken to visit your fathers on this side of our 
island is a long one, and your having undertaken it is a proof that you desired to become 
acquainted with us.  
 
My friends and children, we are descended from the old nations which live beyond the 
great water, but we and our forefathers have been so long here that we seem like you to 
have grown out of this land. We consider ourselves no longer of the old nations beyond 
the great water, but as united in one family with our red brethren here. The French, the 
English, the Spaniards, have now agreed with us to retire from all the country which you 
and we hold between Canada and Mexico, and never more to return to it. And remember 
the words I now speak to you, my children, they are never to return again. We are now 
your fathers; and you shall not lose by the change. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Document 7 
 
Worchester v Georgia  
John Marshall 1832 
The Indian nations had always been considered as distinct, independent political 
communities retaining their original natural rights as undisputed possessors of the soil, 
from time immemorial, with the single exception of that imposed by irresistible power, 
which excluded them from intercourse with any other European potentate than the first 
discoverer of the coast of the particular region claimed, and this was a restriction which 
those European potentates imposed on themselves, as well as on the Indians. The very 
term "nation," so generally applied to them, means "a people distinct from others." The 
Constitution, by declaring treaties already made, as well as those to be made, to be the 
supreme law of the land, has adopted and sanctioned the previous treaties with the Indian 
nations, and consequently admits their rank among the powers who are capable of 
making treaties. The words "treaty" and "nation" are words of our own language, selected 
in our diplomatic and legislative proceedings by ourselves, having each a definite and 
well understood meaning. We have applied them to Indians as we have applied them to 
the other nations of the earth. They are applied to all in the same sense. 
Georgia herself has furnished conclusive evidence that her former opinions on this 
subject concurred with those entertained by her sister states, and by the Government of 
the United Sta 



 
Document 8 

 

 


