
 

Books on the History of Slavery and Race:  

Recommendations from the Monticello School Programs Team 

 

My Name is James Madison Hemings, written by Jonah Winter and illustrated by Terry Widener. 

Schwartz & Wade, 2016.  

Henry’s Freedom Box: A True Story from the Underground Railroad, written by Ellen Levine and 

illustrated by Kadir Nelson. Scholastic, 2007.  

Stamped: Racism, Antiracism, and You by Jason Reynolds and Ibram X. Kendi. Little Brown, 2020.  

Jefferson’s Sons: A Founding Father’s Secret Children by Kimberly Brubaker Bradley. Puffin, 2013.  

Stamped from the Beginning: The Definitive History of Racist Ideas in America by Ibram X. Kendi. Bold 

Type Books, 2017. 

Understanding and Teaching American Slavery, edited by Bethany Jay and Cynthia Lynn Lyerly, 2016. 

Understanding and Teaching the Civil Rights Movement, edited by Hasan Kwame Jeffries. University of 

Wisconsin Press, 2019.  

 

Further Resources compiled by Monticello Teacher Institute alum Samantha Westerdale: 

https://sites.google.com/view/a-nation-of-complicated-truths/home?authuser=0  

https://sites.google.com/view/a-nation-of-complicated-truths/home?authuser=0

